
              CHELSWORTH PARISH MEETING 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:  April 2019 

This Report summarises the main Parish Meeting matters from the last six months. As 
usual I will highlight only the main elements at the Meeting itself, but if you would like to 
know more about any of the matters, please let me know. 

 
1. Community Events: 

 
1.1  Our Xmas Fair raised £2567 under the management of the new team of 

Sheila Harvey, Jean Bowen and Sandra Armitage a great achievement given 
the growing amount of competition from other Christmas events locally. 
As always so many people in the Village made a contribution to the success 
of the event.  
 
At the last Village meeting it was agreed that the proceeds of the next two 
events would be used to part fund the contribution into the diocese precept to 
cover the costs of our vicar, this to be reviewed once church refurbishment is 
complete 

 
1.2  Planning is now underway on this year’s Open Gardens event. Alison 

Russell is leading with a happy band of supporters and volunteers. An 
information request form was recently circulated 

 
1.3 Christmas Carols at the Peacock were well attended as always  
 

 
2. Planning 

 
2.1. Permissions:  A busy period with a number of applications submitted since the 

last meeting above and beyond the usual tree works 
2.2. Approvals: The developments at Riverside, Parsonage Barn and Weavers 

were approved in the last couple of months 
2.3. Approval was not given to the proposals for Gardeners Cottage and The Old 

Manor 
 

3. Village Maintenance: 
 

a. Bridge and Verge maintenance. We now have a gardener who will tidy the 
bridge and island three times a year: before open gardens, late summer and 
after the leaves have dropped 

b. Work has started on the church refurbishment with the porch roof and the 
electrics being worked on 

c. The village was hit by a widespread outbreak of break ins and petty burglaries 
from out buildings, the second time in recent years. It was hard to get much 
interest from the police 

4   Traffic Calming 
 
 I have received a couple of complaints again about traffic speeding through the 
village. Monks Eleigh recently discussed the same issue and had the Speedwatch 
presentation we have had. I have not suggested we discuss again because whilst the 



issue clearly upsets many, when it comes to getting volunteers to man speed watch 
guns, there just isn’t the commitment to do it as Philip Lancaster found when he last tried 
to organise a team 
 
5 Our Last meeting 
 This is the last meeting Julie; Dain and I will be leading as we plan to step down at the 
November meeting once the budget for 19/20 is approved. Since announcing our 
intentions at the last meeting, we have hardly been inundated with enquiries as to what 
the jobs involve. If you are interested in one of the jobs, however uncertainly, please 
have a chat in the coming weeks.  
 
 
David Butcher 
April 2019 


