
              CHELSWORTH PARISH MEETING 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:  November 2018 

This Report summarises the main Parish Meeting matters from the last six months. As 
usual I will highlight only the main elements at the Meeting itself, but if you would like to 
know more about any of the matters, please let me know. 

 
1. Community Events: 
 

1.1  Our 51st Open Gardens raised £ 10136.  As always, so many people in the 
Village made a contribution to the success of the event but particular personal 
thanks go to the team who gave up their time to clear the bridge and Island 
before the event. It was a very hot day and hard work. I am grateful to all 
those answering the call 

 
1.2  Planning is now underway on this year’s Christmas Fair event. Sheila 

Harvey, Sandra Armitage and Jean Bowen are leading the preparations 
 

1.3 Royal Wedding Party The weather was kind to us and there was a good 
attendance on the Playing Field for what was a very successful evening. 
Thanks again to Philip Lancaster and Gerald Howarth for organising 

 
1.4 Look East. The village was featured on TV when we unveiled our “there but 

not there” silhouettes in the church. We had a repeat live broadcast to follow 
up on the fact the programme help us find relatives of Charles Peck our 
resident who died in WW1 

 
1.5 WW1 Commemoration Friday the 2nd November saw a moving ceremony in 

the church to remember those who lost their lives in the War. The new faux 
stained glass window worked on by so many in the village was also unveiled. 
It looks fantastic 

 
1.6 Farm Tour A good attendance as we took advantage of the hot weather to 

see the impact that a lack of rain on local agriculture 
 

2. Planning 
 
a. Permissions:  A busy period with a number of applications submitted since the 

last meeting above and beyond the usual tree works 
2.1.1 A plan to build an extension on the barn in Parsonage Lane was 
approved. A subsequent request for a further expansion of the property 
drew almost 30 complainants across the Village 
2.1.2 The proposal to build a new house next to the Red House in 
Parsonage Lane was also approved. 
2.1.3 The application for an extension at Weavers was refused on the 
grounds it dominated the existing building 
 
Decisions are awaited on four applications 
 

3.  Data Protection 
 



Since the last Village meeting the Government took the decision not to insist that small 
Parish Councils appoint a Data Protection Officer with its associated costs. We still have 
to abide by the law but have avoided the extra costs which given the paucity of data we 
actually hold; this belated change of heart has to be welcomed 
 
 

4. Church Refurbishment 
 
Permission has been given for the changes to the church and fund raising is well 
underway. An update on progress will be given at the Village Meeting 
 

 
5. Village Maintenance: 

 
a. Peacock Posts: Nothing has happened in the last 6 months 
b. Verge and Bridge cleaning. A tender to 4 local suppliers plus discussions 

with another four personal gardeners drew a blank in terms of interest. I am at 
a loss as to what to do next. The work is small scale and irregular and hence 
of little interest to potential suppliers 
 Village Sign. Philip Lancaster and Andrew Brash completed their action to 
clean the Village sign. Thanks guys 
 

6.     Appointments 
 
Your Meeting officers are about to start their fourth year in post. In a conventional Parish 
Council this would mean that next year we should have to stand for re-election. It 
therefore seems an appropriate time for us to announce our intention to stand down next 
November to allow others with new ideas and energy to take up the reigns and lead us 
forward. Anyone interested in taking one of the three roles please feel free to chat with 
us in the weeks ahead 
 
 
 
David Butcher 
November 2018 


