
              CHELSWORTH PARISH MEETING 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:  November 2019 

After four years in office this is my last report as Chairman of the Parish Meeting. I look back with 
some satisfaction on our 50th Open Gardens, the creation of our new website and the participation 
of a wider circle of villagers in local activity. It only remains for me to thank everyone who has made 
my time in the role so enjoyable. Without your support and encouragement, the job would have 
been much harder. 
This final report summarises the main Parish Meeting matters from the last six months. As usual I 
will highlight only the main elements at the Meeting itself, but if you would like to know more about 
any of the matters, please let me know. 

 
1. Community Events: 
 

1.1  Our 52nd Open Gardens was blessed with near perfect weather which certainly 
bought out the crowds and raised an amazing £ 11588.  As always, so many people in 
the Village made a contribution to the success of the event  

 
1.2  Planning is now underway on this year’s Christmas Fair event. Sheila Harvey will pick 

up any outstanding issues at the meeting 
 

1.3 Farm Tour A good attendance as we took advantage of the good weather  
 

2. Planning 
 

Two major appeals to the Secretary of State with very different outcomes. The proposal 
for a new house in the grounds of Gardeners Cottage was accepted whilst that for a new 
house at the bottom of Parsonage Lane was rejected.  

 
 

3. Church Refurbishment 
 
Great progress was made over the summer with rewiring completed, heating installed and 
the new porch roof completed. The next tranche of funding is currently being sought 

 
4. Verge and Bridge cleaning.  We now have a gardener that looks to strim and clean the 

bridge four times per year 
5. Petty Crime. The village continues to be hit by petty theft from sheds etc, something it is 

hard to defend against 
 

6.     Appointments 
 

I am pleased to sat Sir Gerald Howarth, Michael Halsey and Edwina Brash have agreed to put 
themselves forward for election as Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary of the Parish 
respectively. Our future is in good hands 

 
 
 
David Butcher       November 2019  
 


