
MINUTES OF CHELSWORTH PARISH MEETING FRIDAY 15TH APRIL 2016

Present:

David Butcher, Janet Gooding, Dain Keating, Roger & Julie Partridge, Jayne Butcher, John Lowen, Clive Arthey, 
District Councillor, Jenny Antill, Suffolk County Councillor, Cally Boardman, Local Area Coordinator, Gerald & 
Lizzie Howarth, Angela Ellis, Ian and Maggie Brown, Kit and Cara Bird, Ann Lockwood, Sarah Buckeridge, David 
Boardman, Alison Russell, Christine Julian, Bob Falconer,  David Bowen, Kevin Gooding, David Hammond, Philip 
Lancaster, Robin Gardener,  Edwina and Andrew Brash, Mark Keating, John & Bridget Ramsay.

Apologies:

Carol Sugden, Peter & Linda Kievenaar, David & Lynne Casstles, Les Lockwood, Jane Wincer, Chris & Sarah Cullen, 
Sarah Kelsey.

1. Welcomes & Farewells:

Ian Brown informed the Meeting of the death of Beverley Raymond, a long-time resident.  There is to be no 
funeral.

2. Minutes and Matters Arising of the previous meeting:

Mark Keating asked for an amendment to the circulated minutes to the effect that two Trustees (Harry Mackie 
and Rebecca Clark) of the Playing Field had actually retired.  Approval of the amended Minutes was proposed by 
John Ramsay, seconded by Sarah Buckeridge and unanimously passed.  

3. Election of Officers:

•	 One	candidate	for	the	office	of	Treasurer :		Julie	Partridge.		Proposed	by	Jayne	Butcher	and	seconded	
by Angela Ellis.

•	 One	candidate	for	the	office	of	Secretary:		Dain	Keating.		Proposed	by	Bridget	Ramsay	and	seconded	
by Ann Lockwood. 

Election of both candidates was unanimously approved.  Janet Gooding and Linda Kievenaar were both thanked 
on behalf of the village for their sterling work over the past several years as Treasurer and Secretary respectively.

4. Report from District Councillor  – Clive Arthey
District elections were held in May of last year and I was returned for a 7th 4-year term. Thank you for your 
support.	Babergh	returned	a	political	majority	for	the	first	time	in	its	history	and	we	now	have	a	Conservative	
administration. It has brought changes to the way the Council operates including a greater importance attached 
to the roles of Council Leader and Deputy Leader.

4.1 Working with Mid Suffolk.
Integration of staff and services with Mid Suffolk District Council has continued, but the issue of accommodation 
and headquarters has yet to be resolved. As I have said before, we are aligning our planning policies, building 
council houses again, and have installed solar (pv) panels on nearly 2000 existing council houses across the two 
districts. Solar generation is around 10MWh per day and together with the electricity generated from the waste 
we collect; the two Councils are now generating over 100MWh per day.



4.2 Waste and recycling.
The	Energy	from	Waste	plant	at	Great	Blakenham	has	reduced	our	household	waste	landfill	rate	to	around	1%.	
The planned tomato growing enterprise using some of the heat from the plant is now looking unlikely, but we will 
continue	to	seek	the	most	efficient	use	of	the	heat	generated.	There	have	been	changes	to	charges	for	garden	
waste collections elsewhere in Suffolk and we are close to a completely consistent waste and recycling service 
across the whole county. HWRCs will no longer limit the amount of rubble and plasterboard they accept, but 
there will be a small charge. A new re-use shop has opened at Foxhall (Ipswich) where re-usable items received 
at Suffolk’s HWRCs are taken for sale and re-use.

4.3 Planning, CIL and Community-led Plans.
We have planning policies which seek to meet local needs and sustain balanced communities. Census data 
indicates	an	ageing	population	and	highlights	imbalances	in	housing	types.	Recent	Council	Tax	figures	for	dwellings	
in Chelsworth show an increase of 2 dwellings since 2001 census, representing incremental growth in the period 
of	3%.	Community-led	Planning	offers	an	opportunity	to	help	tailor	growth	and	influence	the	future	development	
of the village. Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) has recently been introduced with a higher percentage back 
to	villages	with	a	full	Neighbourhood	Plan.	However,	unless	significant	growth	is	planned,	the	costs	are	likely	to	
outweigh	the	financial	benefits	of	additional	CIL.

4.4 Devolution.
The last year has seen various devolution proposals ranging from a devolved Suffolk to an ‘Eastern Powerhouse’ 
including	Norfolk	 and	Cambridgeshire.	On	 16th	March	 the	Government	 confirmed	 its	 support	 for	 an	 East	
Anglian Combined Authority (Eastern Powerhouse) with a directly elected Mayor. Whilst the details are yet to be 
agreed, we are assured all County and District Councils would be represented on a Combined Authority Board 
chaired by the Mayor. It would have a devolved budget including provision for local transport, a new Key Route 
Network, strategic planning and housing and a Single Investment Fund to boost growth. Currently Cambridge 
City Council are not supporting the proposals.

4.5  Council Tax.
For	2016-17	Babergh’s	element	of	Council	Tax	is	increasing	by	3.5%.	Band	D	(average)	figures	for	Chelsworth	are,	
Suffolk County Council £1149.03, Police £173.43, Babergh £148.86 and Chelsworth Parish £10.61.

5. Report from County Councillor – Jenny Antill

5.1 The Budget
The budget for 2016/17 was voted through in Full Council in February.  Although general council tax will not 
be	increased,	the	county’s	share	of	the	bill	will	be	increased	by	2%	to	reflect	the	Government’s	Social	Care	Levy	
which	is	ring	fenced	for	spending	on	Adult	Social	Care.		90%	of	councils	in	England	will	be	raising	this	Levy	and	
many	will	also	be	increasing	council	tax	to	the	maximum	allowed	without	a	referendum	of	3.9%.	
  
5.2 Devolution
In September Suffolk Leaders submitted a formal ‘expression of interest’ to Government supporting Suffolk’s 
aspirations to participate in a Devolution bid at an early stage. It rapidly became clear that Suffolk’s ideas did not 
coincide with those of Whitehall.  Initially it seemed that the Government wanted us to include Norfolk in our 
plans, and more recently has insisted that Cambridgeshire join in too.  In his budget statement George Osborne 
confirmed	that	he	was	keen	to	conclude	a	deal	with	what	has	been	called	the	Eastern	Powerhouse	headed	by	an	
elected Mayor. At present, it is uncertain whether all of Cambridgeshire councils are willing to sign up.  Large sums 
have been mentioned which are likely to be spent on infrastructure and other measures to stimulate economic 
growth in the region.  It is uncertain as to whether this actually constitutes money that would otherwise not have 
been spent.  In fact the whole process has been shrouded in mystery and has been described by a cross party 
Parliamentary Group as ‘piecemeal and incoherent’ It would be a pity in my view if this results in four, or even 
five,	layers	of	Government!

5.3 Children and Young People
This has been a bright spot this year.



Suffolk County Council’s Services for looked after children have been rated ‘good’ by OFSTED following a recent 
inspection.  78 Councils have been inspected under this framework, and only 17 have received ‘good’ ratings, so 
this is an achievement. Educational standards in the county have continued to improve, albeit at a slow rate.

A level, GCSE and SATs results for Suffolk schools have all shown improvements and we are slowly moving off 
the bottom of the league tables.

The	proportion	of	Suffolk	schools	rated	as	Good	or	Outstanding	by	Ofsted	hit	a	new	high	of	80%	in	April	2016.	
This	represents	an	improvement	of	6	percentage	points	compared	to	just	ten	months	ago,	when	74%	of	Suffolk	
schools were Good or Outstanding.

Schools in Suffolk are also improving twice as fast as schools across the country as a whole. Over the last ten 
months	the	percentage	of	Good	or	Outstanding	schools	nationally	has	increased	by	3%	compared	to	Suffolk’s	
6%	increase.

5.4 The future of the Fire Service
A consultation on reorganisation of the Fire Service concluded in February and a decision with regard to this will 
be made by the cabinet in May once the results of the consultation have been evaluated.  The proposals which do 
involve	closure	of	some	fire	stations	and	reduction	in	equipment	should	be	seen	against	a	background	of	reduced	
demand and a smaller number of emergency call outs over the past 10 years.

5.5 Chelsworth
I have dealt with one or two issues raised by Chelsworth residents since we last met but apart from this all has 
been quiet on the Chelsworth front.

I am looking forward to representing Chelsworth next year, which is the last year of the current Council.

6. Introduction of Local Area Coordination – Cally Boardman

Cally, from Suffolk County Council outlined the aims of this unit to help those with physical or mental disabilities, 
issues such as dementia, loneliness, learning disabilities etc. by a ‘soft touch’ approach.  For example help with 
completing a form would serve a dual purpose - practical help and also alleviating isolation.  She thanked Bridget 
Ramsay for her suggestion of ‘signposting’ to areas of special expertise such as Home start or Cruse.

7. Chairman’s Report :  April 6 2016
With the recent change of Chairmanship, this year’s Report will inevitably be a bit shorter than normal if only 
because	I	wasn’t	really	paying	attention	until	November!!		Still	that	means	less	to	read!!

7.1	Community	Events:
Both the Open Gardens and Christmas Fair events were again great successes last year with enormous credit 
due to John Lowen and Jayne Butcher for their leadership of what are both complex events to organise. Alison 
Russell took over running open gardens for 2016 giving John a welcome break. The continued success of the 
event owes a lot to John’s commitment and enthusiasm.

7.2	Communications:
One thing I have noticed about being Chairman is you get a lot of “stuff ” sent to you. Our small size means much 
of it is of little relevance. A common theme of a lot of the material that is relevant is either around transparency 
of operations (audits, potential for referenda etc) or describing the impacts of the latest bouts of public sector 
austerity. I will try to keep you informed of the more interesting material in the monthly newsletters.

7.3 Planning
Apart from the usual mix of tree lopping/felling and internal house improvements there were two main planning 
applications which had a wider relevance



7.3.1 Bildeston.
Babergh approved the residential development off the Wattisham Road. For us in Chelsworth this was probably 
the scheme that caused the least angst and it remains to be seen if this approval will impact any of the other 
possible developments in the village

7.3.2	The	Old	Manor:
Carol Sugden has made an application to build a bungalow behind the Old Forge outside the current “built-up” 
area of the Village. I know there are mixed views in the Village about the proposal and a decision from Babergh 
is still awaited at the time of writing

7.4 Village Recorder.
After the resignation of Alison Russell from the role we have not been inundated with volunteer replacements. 
If	you	fancy	it	don’t	be	shy!!

7.5 Village web-site.
Having taken the new role I thought I should take a look at our village web-site. The contents on history are great 
but anything more topical is not. It could also be more used to promote our events and as the depository of our 
records such as Parish Meeting minutes etc. This is not meant as a criticism of the current folk who voluntarily 
maintain	the	site	but	reflects	the	fact	that	the	site	is	not	user	friendly	to	update	or	use.	Indeed,	when	manning	the	
car-park at last year’s open gardens more than one couple said they had checked our site to get an idea of how 
far the gardens were apart, opening times etc with mixed success

Rather than simply working harder to update the current site I would like to see if there is an appetite in the 
Village to look at latest web technologies to see if we could upgrade what we currently have in terms of down-
loading information more simply (text and photos) and potentially adding some interactivity. It is increasingly 
important in todays connected world to have a good web presence and If there is interest I would like to get 
some	volunteers	together	to	look	at	the	art	of	the	possible	and	cost.	This	is	not	an	area	I	feel	well	qualified	in	
personally but if you get excited at these things let me know at the Village meeting where I plan to raise the 
question.

8.           Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer made a short report presenting the accounts (previously circulated) and stated that the Precept 
remained	at	£900.		Various	documents	needed	to	be	voted	on:

8.1 To accept the Accounts.  Proposed Bridget Ramsay, seconded Mark Wincer.  Carried unanimously.

8.2 To  accept the Annual Governance Statement.  Proposed Mark Keating, seconded Kevin Gooding. 
 
Carried unanimously.

9. Reports from village Trusts and Charities

9.1 Parochial Charity and Parochial Church Council
Alison Russell stated that the Parochial Charity was in the process of updating its purpose from one of help to 
those in poverty or need and/or in education to that of enhancing the lives of villagers through music, computers 
etc.  This was agreed. Regarding the PCC she stated that the  application for a faculty for extended church-lighting 
hours	had	been	suspended	for	the	time	being.		She	also	confirmed	in	response	to	queries	from	Ian	Brown	and	
other village residents that all proceeds from fundraising, such as Open Gardens and the Christmas Fair go solely 
towards	the	fabric	of	the	church	building	and	not	to	the	diocese,	and	were	therefore	‘ringfenced’	by	definition	for	
this purpose.  She informed the meeting of the PCC’s Annual Meeting which is open to all residents, to be held 
in the church this coming Friday at 6.00 pm.



Alison distributed an updated list of all the village trusts and charities and those who serve on them.  Kevin 
Gooding asked whether this might better be done online.

9.2 Village Hall Trust

Alison Russell on behalf of Peter Kievenaar thanked Geoff Lindsay-Smith for examining the accounts and stated 
the balanced stood at £9,047. David Butcher asked what this quite large sum was to be spent on and Alison 
stated that the WCs were due for refurbishment and work was needed to tidy the bushes etc at the rear.  She 
thanked Les Lockwood for painting the exterior of the Hall.

9.3 Playing Field Trust

 Jayne Butcher thanked Mark Keating for his 10 years of work looking after the Playing Field and reported that 
they	now	had	a	team	of	6.		The	4	new	members	are:	Sarah	Cullen	(proposed	John	Ramsay,	seconded	Robin	
Gardener), Philip Lancaster (proposed Bridget Ramsay, seconded Angela Ellis), David Hamilton (proposed Julie 
Partridge, seconded Kit Bird) and Andrew Brash (proposed Sarah Buckeridge, seconded Kevin Gooding).  Jayne 
stated that the Thursday morning maintenance session was ongoing, to which all were welcome.

9.4 Woodland Trust

Kit Bird reported that the woodland shelter was now installed and thanked Les Lockwood and John Lowen for 
their help and the PCC for their contribution from the proceeds of Open Gardens.  He said that the annual 
clearance work party had not been called upon this year but that bluebells and snowdrops had been planted.  He 
thanked the village for their support and said that the Woodland welcomed ideas and contributions.

10. The Queen’s 90th Birthday

Philip Lancaster suggested a possible riverside bring-your-own picnic in the Playing Field on June 12th.

11. Open Gardens Update

Alison Russell reported that OG plans were proceeding, with 13 stalls booked and paid for and a book-signing 
in the meadow, but that she had received fewer than half of the volunteer forms returned.  She stated that the 
posters were now ready, together with car stickers, which had been successful in previous years.  She informed 
the meeting that next year would be the 50th Open Gardens, making Chelsworth the oldest such event in 
the country.  David Butcher suggested that there should be media coverage of this, with possibly a Gardener’s 
Question Time with a celebrity and asked for a sub-group to be set up to co-ordinate this, with perhaps input 
from someone with a media/marketing background.  Edwina Brash, John Lowen, Kevin & Janet Gooding and 
Bridget Ramsay all volunteered to be part of this 50th Anniversary Group.

12. Village Website

It was agreed that the website was now in need of updating, and that the best way to do this was to use of a 
commercial website designer.  John Ramsay and David Butcher both agreed to investigate this.  It was felt that 
the site should be interactive, so that it could be more readily updated.   Jenny Antill said she could make a small 
financial	contribution	if	necessary.



13. AOB

Christine Julian proposed that the village should have a discussion about how it sees itself developing in future, 
given that there had been numerous changes in both buildings and residents since 2010. Clive Arthey pointed 
out that a Neighbourhood Development Plan would be costly and in appropriate for a village of this size. Mark 
Wincer felt that the Council’s safeguards were robust enough but Christine warned that in some areas Green 
Belts were no longer sacrosanct.  John Ramsay agreed with Christine that we needed a strategy in order to 
safeguard ourselves.  It was agreed that Clive, together with David Butcher would set up an open meeting with 
Nick Ward, the Council Heritage Manager for the village to attend, following which a questionnaire would be 
devised in order for residents to clarify their views.  The group co-ordinating this would be Christine, Kit Bird and 
Dain Keating.

Dain	Keating	suggested	some	sort	of	Memorial	Day	to	mark	the	100th	anniversary	of	the	first	day	of	the	Battle	
of the Somme on July 1st 2016 but there was little interest.   Alison reported that there would be mid-day 
prayers on that day in Chelsworth church which could incorporate remembrance.

14. Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Friday 25th November at 7.30 in the Village Hall.

Signed as approved  David Butcher 25 November2016


