
4.2 Waste and recycling.
The Energy from Waste plant at Great Blakenham has reduced our household waste landfill rate to around 1%. 
The planned tomato growing enterprise using some of the heat from the plant is now looking unlikely, but we will 
continue to seek the most efficient use of the heat generated. There have been changes to charges for garden 
waste collections elsewhere in Suffolk and we are close to a completely consistent waste and recycling service 
across the whole county. HWRCs will no longer limit the amount of rubble and plasterboard they accept, but 
there will be a small charge. A new re-use shop has opened at Foxhall (Ipswich) where re-usable items received 
at Suffolk’s HWRCs are taken for sale and re-use.

4.3 Planning, CIL and Community-led Plans.
We have planning policies which seek to meet local needs and sustain balanced communities. Census data 
indicates an ageing population and highlights imbalances in housing types. Recent Council Tax figures for dwellings 
in Chelsworth show an increase of 2 dwellings since 2001 census, representing incremental growth in the period 
of 3%. Community-led Planning offers an opportunity to help tailor growth and influence the future development 
of the village. Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) has recently been introduced with a higher percentage back 
to villages with a full Neighbourhood Plan. However, unless significant growth is planned, the costs are likely to 
outweigh the financial benefits of additional CIL.

4.4 Devolution.
The last year has seen various devolution proposals ranging from a devolved Suffolk to an ‘Eastern Powerhouse’ 
including Norfolk and Cambridgeshire. On 16th March the Government confirmed its support for an East 
Anglian Combined Authority (Eastern Powerhouse) with a directly elected Mayor. Whilst the details are yet to be 
agreed, we are assured all County and District Councils would be represented on a Combined Authority Board 
chaired by the Mayor. It would have a devolved budget including provision for local transport, a new Key Route 
Network, strategic planning and housing and a Single Investment Fund to boost growth. Currently Cambridge 
City Council are not supporting the proposals.

4.5  Council Tax.
For 2016-17 Babergh’s element of Council Tax is increasing by 3.5%. Band D (average) figures for Chelsworth are, 
Suffolk County Council £1149.03, Police £173.43, Babergh £148.86 and Chelsworth Parish £10.61.

5. Report from County Councillor – Jenny Antill

5.1 The Budget
The budget for 2016/17 was voted through in Full Council in February.  Although general council tax will not 
be increased, the county’s share of the bill will be increased by 2% to reflect the Government’s Social Care Levy 
which is ring fenced for spending on Adult Social Care.  90% of councils in England will be raising this Levy and 
many will also be increasing council tax to the maximum allowed without a referendum of 3.9%. 
  
5.2 Devolution
In September Suffolk Leaders submitted a formal ‘expression of interest’ to Government supporting Suffolk’s 
aspirations to participate in a Devolution bid at an early stage. It rapidly became clear that Suffolk’s ideas did not 
coincide with those of Whitehall.  Initially it seemed that the Government wanted us to include Norfolk in our 
plans, and more recently has insisted that Cambridgeshire join in too.  In his budget statement George Osborne 
confirmed that he was keen to conclude a deal with what has been called the Eastern Powerhouse headed by an 
elected Mayor. At present, it is uncertain whether all of Cambridgeshire councils are willing to sign up.  Large sums 
have been mentioned which are likely to be spent on infrastructure and other measures to stimulate economic 
growth in the region.  It is uncertain as to whether this actually constitutes money that would otherwise not have 
been spent.  In fact the whole process has been shrouded in mystery and has been described by a cross party 
Parliamentary Group as ‘piecemeal and incoherent’ It would be a pity in my view if this results in four, or even 
five, layers of Government!

5.3 Children and Young People
This has been a bright spot this year.


