
Suffolk County Council’s Services for looked after children have been rated ‘good’ by OFSTED following a recent 
inspection.  78 Councils have been inspected under this framework, and only 17 have received ‘good’ ratings, so 
this is an achievement. Educational standards in the county have continued to improve, albeit at a slow rate.

A level, GCSE and SATs results for Suffolk schools have all shown improvements and we are slowly moving off 
the bottom of the league tables.

The proportion of Suffolk schools rated as Good or Outstanding by Ofsted hit a new high of 80% in April 2016. 
This represents an improvement of 6 percentage points compared to just ten months ago, when 74% of Suffolk 
schools were Good or Outstanding.

Schools in Suffolk are also improving twice as fast as schools across the country as a whole. Over the last ten 
months the percentage of Good or Outstanding schools nationally has increased by 3% compared to Suffolk’s 
6% increase.

5.4 The future of the Fire Service
A consultation on reorganisation of the Fire Service concluded in February and a decision with regard to this will 
be made by the cabinet in May once the results of the consultation have been evaluated.  The proposals which do 
involve closure of some fire stations and reduction in equipment should be seen against a background of reduced 
demand and a smaller number of emergency call outs over the past 10 years.

5.5 Chelsworth
I have dealt with one or two issues raised by Chelsworth residents since we last met but apart from this all has 
been quiet on the Chelsworth front.

I am looking forward to representing Chelsworth next year, which is the last year of the current Council.

6. Introduction of Local Area Coordination – Cally Boardman

Cally, from Suffolk County Council outlined the aims of this unit to help those with physical or mental disabilities, 
issues such as dementia, loneliness, learning disabilities etc. by a ‘soft touch’ approach.  For example help with 
completing a form would serve a dual purpose - practical help and also alleviating isolation.  She thanked Bridget 
Ramsay for her suggestion of ‘signposting’ to areas of special expertise such as Home start or Cruse.

7. Chairman’s Report :  April 6 2016
With the recent change of Chairmanship, this year’s Report will inevitably be a bit shorter than normal if only 
because I wasn’t really paying attention until November!!  Still that means less to read!!

7.1 Community Events:
Both the Open Gardens and Christmas Fair events were again great successes last year with enormous credit 
due to John Lowen and Jayne Butcher for their leadership of what are both complex events to organise. Alison 
Russell took over running open gardens for 2016 giving John a welcome break. The continued success of the 
event owes a lot to John’s commitment and enthusiasm.

7.2 Communications:
One thing I have noticed about being Chairman is you get a lot of “stuff ” sent to you. Our small size means much 
of it is of little relevance. A common theme of a lot of the material that is relevant is either around transparency 
of operations (audits, potential for referenda etc) or describing the impacts of the latest bouts of public sector 
austerity. I will try to keep you informed of the more interesting material in the monthly newsletters.

7.3 Planning
Apart from the usual mix of tree lopping/felling and internal house improvements there were two main planning 
applications which had a wider relevance


