
7.3.1 Bildeston.
Babergh approved the residential development off the Wattisham Road. For us in Chelsworth this was probably 
the scheme that caused the least angst and it remains to be seen if this approval will impact any of the other 
possible developments in the village

7.3.2 The Old Manor:
Carol Sugden has made an application to build a bungalow behind the Old Forge outside the current “built-up” 
area of the Village. I know there are mixed views in the Village about the proposal and a decision from Babergh 
is still awaited at the time of writing

7.4 Village Recorder.
After the resignation of Alison Russell from the role we have not been inundated with volunteer replacements. 
If you fancy it don’t be shy!!

7.5 Village web-site.
Having taken the new role I thought I should take a look at our village web-site. The contents on history are great 
but anything more topical is not. It could also be more used to promote our events and as the depository of our 
records such as Parish Meeting minutes etc. This is not meant as a criticism of the current folk who voluntarily 
maintain the site but reflects the fact that the site is not user friendly to update or use. Indeed, when manning the 
car-park at last year’s open gardens more than one couple said they had checked our site to get an idea of how 
far the gardens were apart, opening times etc with mixed success

Rather than simply working harder to update the current site I would like to see if there is an appetite in the 
Village to look at latest web technologies to see if we could upgrade what we currently have in terms of down-
loading information more simply (text and photos) and potentially adding some interactivity. It is increasingly 
important in todays connected world to have a good web presence and If there is interest I would like to get 
some volunteers together to look at the art of the possible and cost. This is not an area I feel well qualified in 
personally but if you get excited at these things let me know at the Village meeting where I plan to raise the 
question.

8.           Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer made a short report presenting the accounts (previously circulated) and stated that the Precept 
remained at £900.  Various documents needed to be voted on:

8.1 To accept the Accounts.  Proposed Bridget Ramsay, seconded Mark Wincer.  Carried unanimously.

8.2 To  accept the Annual Governance Statement.  Proposed Mark Keating, seconded Kevin Gooding. 
 
Carried unanimously.

9. Reports from village Trusts and Charities

9.1 Parochial Charity and Parochial Church Council
Alison Russell stated that the Parochial Charity was in the process of updating its purpose from one of help to 
those in poverty or need and/or in education to that of enhancing the lives of villagers through music, computers 
etc.  This was agreed. Regarding the PCC she stated that the  application for a faculty for extended church-lighting 
hours had been suspended for the time being.  She also confirmed in response to queries from Ian Brown and 
other village residents that all proceeds from fundraising, such as Open Gardens and the Christmas Fair go solely 
towards the fabric of the church building and not to the diocese, and were therefore ‘ringfenced’ by definition for 
this purpose.  She informed the meeting of the PCC’s Annual Meeting which is open to all residents, to be held 
in the church this coming Friday at 6.00 pm.


