
Alison distributed an updated list of all the village trusts and charities and those who serve on them.  Kevin 
Gooding asked whether this might better be done online.

9.2 Village Hall Trust

Alison Russell on behalf of Peter Kievenaar thanked Geoff Lindsay-Smith for examining the accounts and stated 
the balanced stood at £9,047. David Butcher asked what this quite large sum was to be spent on and Alison 
stated that the WCs were due for refurbishment and work was needed to tidy the bushes etc at the rear.  She 
thanked Les Lockwood for painting the exterior of the Hall.

9.3 Playing Field Trust

 Jayne Butcher thanked Mark Keating for his 10 years of work looking after the Playing Field and reported that 
they now had a team of 6.  The 4 new members are: Sarah Cullen (proposed John Ramsay, seconded Robin 
Gardener), Philip Lancaster (proposed Bridget Ramsay, seconded Angela Ellis), David Hamilton (proposed Julie 
Partridge, seconded Kit Bird) and Andrew Brash (proposed Sarah Buckeridge, seconded Kevin Gooding).  Jayne 
stated that the Thursday morning maintenance session was ongoing, to which all were welcome.

9.4 Woodland Trust

Kit Bird reported that the woodland shelter was now installed and thanked Les Lockwood and John Lowen for 
their help and the PCC for their contribution from the proceeds of Open Gardens.  He said that the annual 
clearance work party had not been called upon this year but that bluebells and snowdrops had been planted.  He 
thanked the village for their support and said that the Woodland welcomed ideas and contributions.

10. The Queen’s 90th Birthday

Philip Lancaster suggested a possible riverside bring-your-own picnic in the Playing Field on June 12th.

11. Open Gardens Update

Alison Russell reported that OG plans were proceeding, with 13 stalls booked and paid for and a book-signing 
in the meadow, but that she had received fewer than half of the volunteer forms returned.  She stated that the 
posters were now ready, together with car stickers, which had been successful in previous years.  She informed 
the meeting that next year would be the 50th Open Gardens, making Chelsworth the oldest such event in 
the country.  David Butcher suggested that there should be media coverage of this, with possibly a Gardener’s 
Question Time with a celebrity and asked for a sub-group to be set up to co-ordinate this, with perhaps input 
from someone with a media/marketing background.  Edwina Brash, John Lowen, Kevin & Janet Gooding and 
Bridget Ramsay all volunteered to be part of this 50th Anniversary Group.

12. Village Website

It was agreed that the website was now in need of updating, and that the best way to do this was to use of a 
commercial website designer.  John Ramsay and David Butcher both agreed to investigate this.  It was felt that 
the site should be interactive, so that it could be more readily updated.   Jenny Antill said she could make a small 
financial contribution if necessary.


