
MINUTES OF CHELSWORTH PARISH MEETING FRIDAY 28th APRIL 2017 
Present:  David Butcher, Julie Partridge, Dain Keating,  District Councillor Robert 
Lindsay, Councillor Clive Arthey, Ian Brown,  Alison Russell, Christine Julian,  David 
Bowen, Kevin & Janet Gooding, David Hammond, Philip Lancaster,  Andrew Brash, 
Mark Keating,  John & Bridget Ramsay, Geoff Lindsey-Smith, Harry Mackie, Roger 
Partridge, Mark Keating, David Boardman, Sarah Buckeridge, Ann Lockwood, 
Angela Ellis, Kit Bird, Kevin Dake, Jayne Butcher,  Michael & Sheila Harvey, Paul & 
Sandra Armitage, Jackie & Steve Kidby, Bryan & Maggie Turner, Roz and George 
Harrington.  In addition: Rod Gardiner, Rod Curtis from Elmswell Community 
Speedwatch. 
 
Apologies:   John Lowen, Philip Mutton, Edwina Brash, Sarah & Chris Cullen, Olga 
Lancaster, Robin & Leonora Gardener, Peter & Linda Kievenaar, Carolyn & Michael 
Halsey, Jane & Mark Wincer 
 
1. Welcomes & Farewells:  The chairman  welcomed newcomers to the village, 
Sandra & Paul Armitage (Weavers) and Steve & Jacky Kidby (The Laurels) 
 
2./3.  Minutes and Matters Arising of the previous meeting:   Approval of the 
Minutes was proposed by Philip Lancaster, seconded by John Ramsay and 
unanimously passed.  There were no matters arising. 
 
4.  Report from County Councillor Robert Lindsay  
 
4.1 New look county council  
 
Following the May elections the county council political make up has changed. The  
Conservatives increased their majority at the expense of UKIP councillors, none of  
whom kept their seats. There are now 52 Conservatives, 11 Labour, 4 independents, 
3 Greens and 5 LibDems. We Greens have teamed up with independents and  
LibDems to form a 12-strong group which ensures that at least one of us can sit on  
all committees and ensure we are holding the administration to account.  I am on the 
audit and the pension committees. 
New Cabinet committees 
The council has also created four new “cabinet committees” which are advisory only  
for the cabinet. But, unlike the cabinet, they do allow members of our group and the  
Labour group to be represented on them. I am sitting on the Care, Wellbeing and  
Health Committee. We have met twice and my suggestion of committing to targets  
for proportion of people cycling and walking across the county will be discussed at  
the next meeting. 
Cutting of free school buses and post 16 travel subsidy – a rethink 
There was a proposal by Gordon Jones the councillor responsible for education, to  
cut school buses for the thousands of school children not attending their “nearest”  
school. Myself and members of my group successfully got the decision to consult on  
this proposal referred to scrutiny committee. We believed the assumptions the  
officers and cabinet member was making about cost savings were wrong and that it  
would create massive disruption for children’s education. Thankfully scrutiny  
committee agreed with us and voted by 7 votes to 5 to send it back to cabinet for  
reconsideration.  Parents, teachers and others have been randomly selected to  
attend workshops to draw up new proposals this month. It will come before cabinet  



again next month. 
 
4.2  Latest budget predictions and county precept rise 
 
Current year 
This week we had sight of the latest predictions for this year. The county council is  
still on course for an “overspend” of £10.2m in the current financial year largely in the 
costs of taxi provision for children with Special Education Needs and provision of  
adult social care.  Neither the social care precept nor a one off 3-year social care  
grant are enough to offset the steady cuts in the Revenue Support Grant from  
Government. The option of raising council tax has been rejected by the  
administration for the past seven years.  
 
Next financial year 
The cabinet has now proposed they will increase council tax by 5% next year. But  
despite this, the Council will still be facing a forecast budget gap of £26.85m, and a  
cuts plan has been drawn up to provide £23.9m worth of savings. The majority of this 
will come from the Adult Care budget, with a proposed £11m reduction in spending  
on care purchasing and a £1m saving achieved by cutting the Sheltered Housing  
Grant. Our group believes that a rise of 1% in previous years would have completely  
removed the need for these cuts now. There are also areas where income could be  
grown - Barley Homes and county farms which do not seem to be performing. 
 
4.3 Traffic calming in Chelsworth  
I have had discussions with your chairman over possible solutions, such as a white  
line “pavement” in parts of the village but would welcome suggestions. The budget I  
have is very limited.  
 
Ian Brown asked what the Babergh Green Party's response to the Local Plan was 
likely to be, given its environmental commitments.  Robert replied that rather than 
going for growth and endless expansion it would be more in favour of happiness and 
quality of life. 
 
5. Report from District Councillor Clive Arthey 
 
The majority of my report is further updates to my annual report in the spring. 
 
5.1 Joint Working and Partnerships 
I have used the same heading here, but the way things have moved on perhaps  
it should be Babergh/Mid Suffolk merger. You will remember  how Suffolk  
councils are working together as pairs, and Waveney and Suffolk Coastal are  
now the first pairing to apply for full merger. That involves dissolving the two  
existing councils and creating a new one for the combined administrative area.  
You may remember a proposal for Babergh and Mid Suffolk to merge was the  
subject of a referendum in 2011, which was supported by a majority of Mid  
Suffolk residents, but rejected by Babergh. Things have moved on a bit since  
then, with both councils now operating a 'Cabinet' system where strategic  
decisions are no longer made by politically balanced committees or the full  
Council. Now it seems we no longer require a referendum and Cabinet members  
can make the decision to dissolve the Council and create a new one. There is  



concern amongst councillors about how we have arrived at a situation where the  
Leader and six like minded councillors can ignore the referendum result and  
commit the Council to dissolve itself. I am sure much of the frustration amongst  
non-cabinet members will be aired at next week's meeting of full Council (in  
Ipswich). 
 
5.2 Move to Endeavour House, Ipswich. 
After a bit of delay, Babergh and Mid Suffolk councils have now completed their  
move to Suffolk County Council headquarters building, Endeavour House, in  
Ipswich. I am still concerned about the future use of the Hadleigh buildings and  
the impact on Hadleigh businesses who benefitted from such a large employer  
so close to the town centre. Hopefully this will soon be much clearer. 
5.3 Local Plan. 
First consultation on the new Joint Local Plan for Babergh and Mid Suffolk has  
just finished. The proposals for Chelsworth include an adjustment to the defined  
settlement boundary to take in recent approvals, and inclusion in the 'Hinterland  
Villages' category which identifies the village as supporting the 'Core Village' of  
Bildeston. Suggested growth options in the draft plan for Hinterland Villages  
range from 5% to 15%, but this is a total across the district and does not have to  
be accommodated proportionally, and there are no proposed housing or  
employment sites in Chelsworth. There will be further consultation next year  
before an Examination in Public, and adoption of the plan in 2019. 
5.4 District Electoral Review. 
Babergh had asked for a reduction from 43 councillors down to 31. The  
Boundary Commission has recommended 32 with Chelsworth in the proposed  
'Whatfield' ward grouped with Monks Eleigh, Kettlebaston, Wattisham, Nedging,  
Naughton,Semer, Whatfield, Elmsett and Aldham. The consultation period on  
these proposals ends on 11th December and the new wards will be in place for  
the 2019 district elections. 
5.5 Council Tax Base. 
Chelsworth's Tax Base for 2018/19 has increased from 84.27 to 86.90 (+3.1%)  
which will ease your precept demand slightly. 
5.6 Electric Vehicles. 
Babergh has installed its first charging point for electric vehicles at the Kingfisher  
car park in Sudbury. 
 
During questions Clive Arthey confirmed that there was an ongoing debate as to the 
future use of the vacant council offices in Hadleigh.  Bridget Ramsay asked what the 
consequences were of the council's move to Ipswich and Clive said there had been 
staff resignations and grievances which had been resolved by ACAS.   Ian Brown 
enquired whether the move would in fact save money but Clive was unable to 
corroborate this.   
He confirmed that there had been an adjustment of the Settlement Boundary 
(previously BUAB) to allow for properties such as Carol Sugden's to be built but he 
reiterated that there were no plans for growth in Chelsworth. 
 
 
 



6. Village Sign  
The Chairman reported that the Chelsworth village sign was looking somewhat tired 
and dilapidated and asked for volunteers to refurbish it.  Philip Lancaster suggested 
that the Playing Field Trust could deal with this matter and it was agreed that he 
would propose this to their committee. 
 
7.  Financial Report by Julie Partridge: 
 
At this meeting last year we agreed a precept of £900 for the 2017/18 year, this 
amount has been unchanged since 2012. 
 
In addition to our regular payments, additional items during the past six months were  
purchasing the Anglia TV film rights which was agreed by all present at the meeting 
in April and a charge made by the auditors for questions raised during the audit. 
Payment was also made for the defibrillator and cabinet, all of which was financed by 
grants, an element from BHF and generous donations from the Village Hall and 
Parochial Charity funds. 
 
Additional costs in the forthcoming period will include an increase in insurance costs, 
partly due to insuring the defibrillator and increased Insurance Premium Tax, and it is 
proposed that we make the usual expenditure on maintenance work in the village, 
strimming etc.  We will also need to cover the costs of appointing a Data Protection 
Officer, as outlined in David’s note of 10 November, David has negotiated a 
reduction in the charges which were initially quoted and these will now be £150 in 
year 1 and £50 per year subsequently. 
 
The increase of the precept by £50 was proposed by Bridget Ramsay and seconded 
by David Hammond and passed unanimously. 
 
In view of this new expenditure and other potential projects in the coming year, I 
propose that we increase the precept by £50 which equates an average of less than 
£2 per household. 
 
Following the audit of last year’s accounts it has become evident that all proposed 
expenditure has to be included on the agenda and minuted to confirm agreement, 
this must be borne in mind if you have a project or item of expenditure to propose. 
That said, some years ago it was agreed at this meeting that, since we only hold 
meetings twice a year and there may be unanticipated expenses, the Chairman and 
Treasurer would have the approval to agree any expenditure up to £200. In order to 
affirm this commitment, perhaps I could ask you to re-approve this at this meeting.  
This was proposed by John Ramsay and seconded by Mark Keating and 
unanimously agreed by the Meeting. 
 
 
 
8.  Chairman's Report: 
A two page report covering the past six months had been circulated with the meeting 
papers      
Regarding the need to appoint a new contractor  to mow the verges, green etc David 
Butcher stated that it should be put out to tender to 3 contractors by March 2018.  He 



suggested that a 2-part contract combining the village and the churchyard might 
make it a more attractive proposition to suppliers and might reduce costs and Alison 
Russell on behalf of the PCC agreed to put this to the PCC. 
The need to re-install some posts in the Peacock parking areas which used to be the 
Highways responsibility was raised and Robert Lindsay asked the chairman to 
forward the details of the problem to him. 
The chairman informed the Meeting that the newly installed defibrillator needed 
checks over the winter and asked walkers who passed it to notice whether the 
monitor lights were operating. 
 
9.  Christmas Fair & Open Gardens 
Jayne Butcher reported that with a week to go the Fair was under control and asked 
for more help to assist stallholders unloading on the day.  Bridget Ramsay 
mentioned the Thrive+Green Plant Swap programme which Edwina Brash had 
attended. 
David Butcher stated that both the Christmas Fair and Open Gardens now needed 
new organizers to take over and appealed to villagers to consider taking on these 
roles. 
10.  Speeding Traffic in the village 
Rod Gardiner and Rod Curtis from Community Speedwatch at Landmark House 
gave a talk about the means available to villages in order to slow traffic and of the 
need to be proactive.  Suggestions included volunteers being trained to use devices 
to record vehicles driving at 35+mph.  Philip Lancaster enquired as to the cost of 
acquiring such equipment and was informed that since it would be in the region of 
£1000 it would be more economical to combine with another parish to achieve this.  
Kevin Gooding requested evidence of the schemes' effectiveness which was 
provided by our guest speakers.  Ann Lockwood stated that she had observed farm 
vehicles forcing their wide vehicles between the posts on the bridge which was now 
damaging the bridge. Anyone interested in becoming part of a Village Speed watch 
team should contact Philip Lancaster who would decide if we had a critical mass of 
volunteers to move ahead 
A discussion took place about 'virtual pavements' and removal of the central white 
lines giving the impression of a narrower road to motorists in order to slow traffic and 
increase safety for pedestrians.  It was agreed that if we came up with a proposal of 
what was both effective and visually acceptable to residents Robert Lindsay would 
work on it with us to see what is acceptable to Suffolk Council 
11. AOB  
The Chairman reminded the meeting that on the following Sunday there was a 
celebration of 50 years of Open Gardens in the Playing Field. 
Philip Mutton had notified the chairman that £150 had been raised by the Poppy 
Appeal and thanked the village for their contributions. 
Philip Lancaster proposed Gerald Howarth on to the Playing Field Trust ( which was 
agreed by the Meeting) and appealed for more volunteers, including a Secretary.  
Andrew Brash had been appointed Treasurer. 
 
8. Date of next meeting: 
The next meeting will be held on Friday 20th April at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall. 
 
 
 


