
MINUTES OF CHELSWORTH PARISH MEETING THURSDAY 21st NOVEMBER 
2019 

Present:  David Butcher, , Julie Partridge, Councillor Leigh Jamieson, Alison 
Russell, Christine Julian, Kevin & Janet Gooding,  Philip Lancaster,  Roger Partridge,  
Michael & Sheila Harvey, Paul & Sandra Armitage, Peter & Linda Kievenaar, , Kit 
&Cara Bird, Sir Gerald Howarth, Jayne Butcher, Andrew & Edwina Brash, Lynne 
Casstles, Michael Halsey, Stephen Kidby, Rosie Mason, Mark Wincer, Peter & 
Missie Graves, Sally & Tim Wharton, 
 
1.Welcome and Apologies:    Apologies had been received from John & Bridget 
Ramsay, Sue & Elio de Sabata, Jackie Kidby, Olga Lancaster, Carolyn Halsey, Carol 
Sugden, Dain Keating, Mark Keating, Lizzie Howarth, Angela Ellis,, Robin Gardener, 
Sarah Buckeridge and David Boardman, Deborah Sullivan 
 
 
2.  Minutes and Matters Arising of the previous meeting:   Approval of the 
Minutes was proposed by Kevin Gooding, seconded by Philip Lancaster and 
unanimously passed.  There were no matters arising  
 
3.  Report from District Councillor Leigh Jamieson 
 
Babergh Name Change 
 
The extraordinary council meeting planned for the 22nd October was cancelled at 
the request of Cabinet leader John Ward. Councillor Ward, who has been the main 
driver behind the name change, decided to withdraw the motion for now. It was felt 
that it was unlikely to get the 2/3 majority that would be required.  
By withdrawing the motion, the idea can be kicked into the long grass and 
resurrected at a later date. Councillor Ward is still keen on the idea and feels that the 
name change would be beneficial for the district, bringing it into line with the other 
districts in Suffolk. Cllr Ward said: “We have received valuable feedback both for and 
against the proposals over recent weeks that will help in our future discussions and 
we are extremely grateful for the free publicity we have received in the meantime, 
both nationally and internationally, that has helped people understand exactly where 
Babergh is located, and how to pronounce it!” 
 
5 Year Housing Land Supply 
Babergh District Council has now published a new annual five-year housing land 
supply position statement which demonstrates a 5.67-year supply, alongside the 
Joint Annual Monitoring Report with Mid Suffolk District Council. 
Housing Land Supply Components  
  
Housing Land Supply 2019-2024  
• Under Construction 723  
• Full Planning Consent 432  
• Reserved Matters Consent 72  
• Outline Planning Consent 446  



• Small Sites (<10 dwellings)  
• 726 Windfall Allowance 100  
• Total 2,499  
Requirement Scenario  
• Base LHN requirement (dpa) 420 
• Requirement over 5 years 2,100  
• With Buffer @ 5% 2,205  
• Dwellings Per Annum 441  
  
Climate and Biodiversity Emergency 
 
The council have set up a joint environmental task force with Mid Suffolk that is 
looking at the actions needed to support Suffolk’s county-wide aim of becoming 
carbon neutral by 2030. The councils are also looking to mitigate the Biodiversity 
crisis. 
The first decision that has been made was to ensure we are digital first. Senior staff 
and councillors are being challenged to go paperless for council and committee 
papers. Distributing hard copies of these papers’ costs more than £50,000 a year. 
Parking Motion 
 
During the last council meeting a motion was put on notice to review the parking in 
the district. With continued housing growth planned for the area it was felt that a 
review of capacity will be needed and where any additional capacity should be 
placed. This is an important issue for the area and had already been raised with me 
by an Elmsett resident. As such all options should be looked at while working with 
our partners Suffolk County Council and the Town/Parish Councils. 
However, concerns were raised by Robert Lindsay and the Green Party that extra 
capacity should not be the default setting and it is the level of capacity that should be 
considered. Before increasing the parking and ultimately the cars on the road we 
should be looking at what options are available to provide residents with a serious 
alternative to driving. This will include public transport and cycling, particularly for 
residents of the towns, who may not need to drive every time. 
Robert, with the backing of all the other parties, including the Conservatives, 
amended the motion slightly to bring these alternatives to the forefront. This motion 
will now go before Cabinet for consideration. 
 
Community Infrastructure Levy funds handed out 
 
Communities across Babergh and Mid Suffolk have received a £791,000 funding 
boost for local projects including a community gallery at Gainsborough’s House in 
Sudbury, as well as a new car park and bus shelter. 
Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding totalling £492,425 was 
collected between April and September this year and has now been handed over to 
51 town and parish councils across the districts to support local community projects. 
Two parish areas that are governed by a parish meeting also received funds to 
spend in their areas. 
This year, both councils also approved bids to give a further £299,160 to seven local 
infrastructure projects funded through District CIL. 



 
Free Swimming – Hadleigh, Sudbury & Stowmarket 
Both councils extended their free swims offer during the October half term and plan 
to do this again during the Christmas holidays. This follows a successful summer 
take up, which saw thousands of under 17s take part, equating to more than 14,000 
swims across the two districts.  
Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils are extending their free swims offer for 
under 17s to help promote healthier and active lifestyles in the districts. 
Free swimming will now be available during the Christmas holidays from 20 
December to 5 January 2020 inclusive at the following centres: 
• Kingfisher Leisure Centre, Sudbury 
• Hadleigh Pool and Leisure 
• Mid Suffolk Leisure Centre, Stowmarket 
• Stradbroke Swimming Pool and Fitness Centre 
New users in Babergh will need to sign up for an Abbeycroft Leisure Free Swimming 
Membership in order to claim their free swim. 
 
4. Report from County Councillor Robert Lindsay:   

 Robert was unable to attend as he was hospitalised. The meeting wished to pass on 
their wishes for a rapid recovery. He did forward his report for inclusion in the 
minutes  

Cabinet reshuffle 
The cabinet member for finance Richard Smith has quit his post after what was 
reportedly a row over raising the council tax (he wanted a freeze). This triggered a 
reshuffle. Gordon Jones has moved over to take Cllr Smith’s role at finance. That in 
turn meant Mary Evans has been moved to take Gordon Jones’ role in charge of 
education. In turn Andrew Reid has been appointed cabinet member for Highways 
and transport in place of Mary Evans. Cllr Reid was chair of the pension committee. 

School bus travel to be reviewed  
Mary Evans in her new role in charge of children and young people, issued an 
apology over the way the change to the school travel policy had been handled and 
said it would be reviewed by the head of the county’s fire service Mark Hardingham.  
It is not clear however, whether this is a review of the whole policy or just of the way 
it was implemented. You will recall there were hundreds of appeals – there is still a 
huge backlog - and many children left not knowing whether they had a bus to their 
school at the start of term in September.   Our group joined Labour to support a 
motion which asked for the policy to be modified to ensure an end to “split villages” 
and to ensure siblings still got free bus to their siblings’ school. This was voted down 
by the administration.  
Public buses 

My one allowed question at full council in mid-October was to the new cabinet 
member of highways Andrew Reid to ask if he could meet passenger groups for the 
three bus routes (the 112, 461/462 and 120) in my division under threat from subsidy 
withdrawal. He said that his inbox was being sorted currently and replies would be 
forthcoming. I have since followed up with an email request suggesting dates.   



Health visitors 
Our political group has been approached by very concerned Suffolk health visitors 
who revealed that their numbers have been cut by 41 from 117 in the wake of a new 
in-house contract in the county which is £1m cheaper than the previous contract. 
Another of the change is that 3 of the 5 mandatory visits to parents of children are no 
longer done by a qualified health visitor.  We proposed a motion asking them to 
change this policy and ensure all visits were done by the same health visitor. This 
was also rejected.   
 Boundary Commission to shake up county ward boundaries (divisions) 
The Local Government Boundary Commission has said it is minded to cut the 
number of county councillors from 75 to 70.  It is now moving to determining new 
boundaries, known as divisions. The review is expected to be completed by July 
2020.  

5. Treasurer's & Auditor's Report from Julie Partridge:    

 
At the meeting in November 2017 we agreed to increase the precept by £50 to cover 
the costs of expertise to deal with data protection matters as we had anticipated that 
this would be required. Prior to this the precept had been unchanged since 2012, at 
£900 per annum. 
 
In the event no payment was required for data protection advice as the rules 
regarding this were changed and, at our meeting last year we agreed to revert to the 
precept of £900 for the year 2019/20. 
 
You have received a document listing all receipts and payments made during the 
year ending 31 March 2019 and the same details for the six-month period from 1 
April 2019. 
 
You have also received a spreadsheet outlining our expenditure and receipts since 
2012 and the forecast for the current year ending on 31 March 2020, as well as the 
budget for the year ending 31 March 2021. 
 
This year we have found someone to carry out maintenance work in the village, 
cutting the verges, tidying the bridge etc at a cost of £240. Insurance costs have 
slightly decreased as the Local Council organisation have obtained a discounted 
rate. Expenses are projected to remain roughly the same in the forthcoming period.  
 
All expenditure must be agreed at this meeting or the meeting held in April. In 
addition, it is required that, any proposed expenditure appears as an agenda item 
ahead of the meeting so that all who are entitled to vote have the opportunity to do 
so. 
 
It is therefore recommended that the precept remain unchanged at £900. A vote from 
those present is required. 
 
 



 Proposed Michael Halsey, Seconded Andrew Brash and approved with no 
dissention 
  
Finally this is my last meeting as Treasurer, I would like to thank Christine Julian who 
has kindly audited the accounts, and I wish the new Treasurer well, I will ensure a 
smooth handover to him 
 
Before moving on the Chairman led a round of applause to thank Julie for all her 
hard work as Treasurer over the past four years. 
 
6.  Chairman's Report by David Butcher: 
As the report had been circulated the Chairman chose simply to thank all those in 
the Village who had helped make his four tears in the role so pleasurable. He had 
greatly appreciated all the help and support. 
7 Christmas Fair 
Sheila Harvey said preparations for the Fair were well underway. Additional products 
for the Produce stall would still be welcome. Goods for the raffle hampers should be 
delivered by 4 December. Anyone willing to take a shift on collecting money at the 
door should contact Sheila 
Before a tree is purchased for the church, anyone who may have one to donate 
should contact Sheila 
8 Election of Parish Officers 
With the three officers standing down there were elections for their replacements 

Chairman: Nominated by Michael Halsey seconded by Andrew Brash Sir Gerald 
Howarth was duly elected 
Treasurer Nominated by Jayne Butcher seconded by Roger Partridge , Michael 
Halsey was duly elected 
Secretary Nominated by Kit Bird seconded by Philip Lancaster Edwina Brash was 
duly elected 
           
9.  AOB:   Two pieces of business 
9.1 Julie Partridge said she had a few of her books about the Village in WW1 still 
available at £13.50. Great for Christmas1 
9.2 We discussed the state of the riverbank and the decision of the Environment 
Agency to leave fallen trees etc even though it risked greater chances of flooding. 
There was however support for an idea from Sue de Sabata to arrange a working 
party in the summer to cut down the Himalayan Balsam that is choking the river.  
This is an annual so if it was prevented from seeding it would soon die out. 
The meeting closed just after 8pm with a vote of thanks to the Chairman for his 
efforts over the past four years 
10. Date of next meeting: 

The next meeting will be held on Friday 24 April 2020 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall 


