
MINUTES OF CHELSWORTH PARISH MEETING THURSDAY 22nd NOVEMBER 
2018 

Present:  David Butcher, Dain Keating,  District Councillor Robert Lindsay, 
Councillor Clive Arthey,  Alison Russell, Christine Julian,  Chris Cullen, Kevin 
Gooding, David Hammond, Philip  & Olga Lancaster,  Ann Lockwood, Andrew & 
Edwina Brash, Mark Keating, Roger Partridge,  Tim Reynolds, Angela Ellis, Kit Bird,  
Jayne Butcher,  Michael & Sheila Harvey, Paul Armitage, Peter Kievenaar, Robin 
Gardener, Gerald and Lizzie Howarth, David Bowen, Geoff Lindsey-Smith, Ian 
Brown, Tim and Sally Wharton, David Boardman, Sarah Buckeridge, Ros & George 
Harrington, Gary Sturgeon, Charlene King, Mark Wincer, Peter & Missie Graves, 
Lynne Casstles 
 
1.Welcome and Apologies:  The Chairman welcomed Tim Reynolds of Jackdaws 
Ford to his first meeting and Deborah and John Sullivan of Upper Common to the   
village.  
Apologies had been received from Cara Bird, Julie Partridge, John & Bridget 
Ramsay, Sandra Armitage, Linda Kievenaar, Jackie Kidby, Janet Gooding, Sue & 
Elio de Sabata, Rosie Mason and Carol Sugden 
 
2.  Minutes and Matters Arising of the previous meeting:  A couple of small 
changes were made to the last minutes. The date in the title should be 2018 and 
Roger Partridge had attended and not sent apologies Approval of the Minutes was 
proposed by Mark Keating, seconded by Philip Lancaster and unanimously passed.   
 
3. Matters Arising 
There were no matters arising not covered on the Agenda 
 
4.  Report from District Councillor Clive Arthey: 

District Electoral Review 
The Boundary Commission's final recommendations have now been confirmed with 
Chelsworth in the proposed South East Cosford ward grouped with Aldham, Elmsett, 
Lindsey, Nedging, Naughton, Kersey, Semer and Whatfield. The new wards will be 
in place for the 2019 district elections. 

Council Tax Base 
2019-20 Tax Base figures have recently been set. For Chelsworth there is a 2.3% 
increase in the number of Band D equivalents from 86.90 to 88.88. 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
You will remember BDC has introduced CIL, which I said should provide a significant 
local 'pot' from which Parish Councils (and other providers) can apply for funding. 
Across Babergh £1.4m has been collected, the majority of which can be accessed by 
PCs either directly as parish (neighbourhood) CIL, or by bidding for Local 
Infrastructure (123 list) funds. In the first bid round £381,000 of district CIL was 
available across the district, but only £65,000 allocated to projects (Cockfield were 
successful with all three of their bids). The remaining £316,000 was carried 
forward to the next bid round in October with over £600,000 now available. 

 
 



Local Plan and Housing Supply 
Next LP consultation will now be early next year. The new National Planning 

Policy Framework (NPPF) will inform the Local Plan (as well as decision making on 
planning applications). BDC is confident it has 5-year housing supply (6.7 years), but 
this is likely to be subject to challenge. 
          Babergh HQ, Corks Lane, Hadleigh, Re-development. 
A scheme for housing on the site is progressing. Part conversion, part demolition 
and re-build, to provide houses and apartments. 
          Capital Investment Strategy 
At your APM last year I told you how the government's Revenue Support Grant was 
reducing and Babergh was looking to new income streams to support its budget. 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk have invested £25m each in a property investment 
company, CIFCO Capital Ltd. At the end of the first year's trading £24m had been 
invested generating £1.4m annual income. 

EV Charger Points 
BDC has installed a twin charger point in Hadleigh (twin point already in Sudbury). 
Lindsey Village Hall were successful in their bid for CIL funding for a two vehicle 
charging point in the Village Hall car park, and I am hopeful there will soon be more 
proposals including Lavenham's car parks. 

Lavenham Tourist Information Centre 
Lavenham PC have agreed terms with BDC for the transfer of the TIC. It is hoped it 
may be possible to provide Post Office facilities and a BDC contact point. 

Waste and Recycling 
There are three ways of dealing with waste – landfill, which is the most expensive, 
converting waste into energy, green but still expensive and reducing household 
waste altogether, which we are encouraged to do. 

5. Report from County Councillor Robert Lindsay:   

Latest £11m cuts proposed from next year’s budget:  Reduce training in Trading 
Standards, cut the entire £400k core budget for Citizens Advice, stop printing 
roadside bus timetables and cut rural bus subsidy, stop roadside sign cleaning, cut 
winter support fleet for highways, review arrangements for grass cutting, review 
streetlighting. 	Mark Wincer raised an objection to the stoppage of funding for the 
CAB and Robert replied that more public pressure was needed in this area. 

Council tax to go up by maximum allowed 4% (incl 1% for social care). 

A predicted overspend of £8.6m for the current financial year has dropped to £7.5m 
thanks to some savings but the council will probably still have to dip into reserves at 
the end of the year to cover the funding gap. 

School admissions consultation: 
There are no significant changes proposed for admissions 2020/21. But the county 
say they “seeking views on potential future changes to the oversubscription criteria in 
terms of the removal of catchment area priority, such as in favour of using a straight 
line distance measurement.” 

If they decide to progress with this change, there would be another consultation 
October 2019 and any changes would then apply from 2021/22. The justifications for 



a change are that free schools and academies don’t use catchment areas and that 
from 2019 free school transport will be based on nearest school not catchment. 

Newish pothole policy: 
In August Highways considered the prioritisation process it uses to repair potholes. 
Its current approach is to fix the most unsafe potholes first. “The unfortunate 
consequence of this is that we have to return to a particular area at a later date to 
repair the less severe potholes. “This is not an efficient use of resources, and is 
frustrating to the public.” They are therefore going to pilot a different prioritisation 
approach over this coming winter, for services for West Suffolk (including our area). 
They say they will still take a risk based approach, but will seek to repair more 
defects in a single visit. If successful, it will roll out to the rest of the county. . 

Road closures signage and diversions: 
They are also looking see if they can improve the co-ordination of road closures to 
stop over-runs and improve signage. A new head of highways is due to be hired v 
shortly. I have specifically asked that notices of closures such as the recent one in 
Bildeston which was ten miles from the actual roadworks in Stowmarket, mention the 
location of the roadworks, so that people are not diverted needlessly. I am told this 
has been fed back to the traffic management company which the utility uses.  
Robert Lindsay advised residents to report when roads are closed too far away from 
the obstruction or works as the utility companies responsible for the closure will be 
fined.   
Abandoned and unremoved signs: 
They are urging you to please report signs that are abandoned on 
networkassurance@suffolk.gov.uk and if at all possible, with photos because utilities 
can be fined for these. 

Period poverty 
A Labour motion to ask the council to spend £15k to provide freetampons and towels 
in all maintained schools was rejected by the administration, however they did agree 
to the other half of the motion which was to write to the Chancellor to take VAT off 
sanitary products. 

Renewables: 
Similarly a motion proposed by my political group (LibDem, Green and Independent) 
asking for the council to draw up a report into running a“smart grid” in Suffolk, which 
would allow energy from renewables to be stored in batteries, and to ensure at least 
50% of all the council’s energy use will come from renewables by 2025 was also 
watered down, with the target taken out. 

6. Treasurer's Report:  The Chairman read the Treasurer's Report in the absence 
of Julie Partridge 

Firstly apologies for my absence at the meeting, for health reasons. I have asked 
David to read my report in my absence and, should there be any questions he can 
send these to me and I will respond within a few days. 



At this meeting last year we agreed a precept of £950 for the 2018/19 year, this 
reflected an agreed of £50 to cover the costs of expertise in dealing with data 
protection matters, the precept had previously been unchanged since 2012. 

The rules regarding data protection have since changed and we are no longer 
required to pay for this expertise. It is therefore proposed that the precept is changed 
back to the previous figure of £900, subject, of course to any other expenditure 
requirements agreed at this meeting: a vote is required to agree this.  

In the past year, we have been unable to find anyone willing to take on the contract 
to strim and tidy the village verges, the forecast has been reduced to reflect this but 
a sum of £300 has been retained in the budget for the coming year in the event that 
we find someone to fulfil these duties. 

Additional costs in the forthcoming period include an anticipated increase in 
insurance costs, the emptying of the litter bin and maintenance of the village website. 

I would remind those present that all expenditure must be agreed at this meeting or 
the meeting held in April. In addition, it is required that, any proposed expenditure 
appears as an agenda item ahead of the meeting so that all who are entitled to vote 
have the opportunity to do so. 

A vote is required on the precept for the forthcoming year. 

Approval of the report and recommended precept was proposed by Ann Lockwood 
and seconded by David Boardman   

 
7.  Chairman's Report by David Butcher: 
This Report summarises the main Parish Meeting matters from the last six months. 
As usual the Chairman highlighted only the main elements at the Meeting itself. 

Crime: Attempts to get the [police to the meeting at short notice to discuss the recent 
wave of break-ins in the Village failed to elicit a positive response 

Development. The Riverside development proposal was agreed after the 
Chairman’s report was issued 

The Chairman raised concerns about the Barn Development in Parsonage Lane and 
asked Clive Arthey for advice.  Clive stated that he felt the previous submission 
should not have been approved but since it had there was now seemed little that 
could be done.  There was a lively and unhappy exchange between Peter Graves 
and Gary Sturgeon, the developer particularly about potential commercial use of the 
site. The meeting was assured by Charlene King that she and Gary proposed to live 
in the home and had no intention to rent it out 
Parish Officers. Having served for three years all three officers of the Parish 
announced their intention to stand down next November. Anyone interested in taking 
on any of the roles should feel free to chat with the incumbent about what is involved 
 
 
 



8.  Report from the PCC: 
8.1  Church refurbishment:  Andrew Brash reported that the PCC was 

now in receipt of its Faculty (aka planning permission) for the church re-
ordering project, which he explained involved restoring the minstrel's 
gallery and the August Gern organ, which would itself be raised to the 
gallery, freeing space beneath to install a Disabled WC and a kitchenette 
and some storage.  He reported that acceptance of the Viridor award of 
£50K required work to be started by March 2019 and to that end the PCC 
had decided to initiate the proposed rewiring plan (the church not having 
been rewired since the 1950s) with the remainder of the works continuing 
when funding permitted. 

8.2   Re-designation of Christmas Fair funds:  Gerald Howarth reported 
that for many years’ monies raised by OG, Xmas Fair etc was scrupulously 
allocated to the Fabric Fund, but with a declining congregation the General 
Fund, which goes toward maintaining our vicar in post, Carol Mansell, was 
now running short by £2 – 3K per year and would run out by the end of 
2019.  If the PCC were unable to pay our annual precept of £7624 we 
ultimately risked the de-consecration of our village church and churchyard. 
He requested the village's views on allocating the Christmas Fair profits to 
the General Fund to make up this shortfall.  Sheila Harvey felt it might be 
problematical if villagers and sponsors felt the funds, they raised this year 
were going to the C of E and John & Bridget Ramsay sent a message to 
say the same. Alison Russell stated that previous to the current Christmas 
Fair, monies raised had always gone into the General Fund.  Kit Bird felt it 
was important for the church to be used as a social centre and not just for 
religious services. Kevin Gooding and Tim Reynolds both suggested it 
should be agreed in the short-term allowing time for monies raised from 
letting out the church to become established. The proposition was put to 
the meeting by the Chairman that funds raised by next year's and the 
following year's Fair should go to the General Fund, subject to review 
thereafter.  This was agreed (apart from one vote against).     

           
 9. CHRISTMAS FAIR 2018: Sheila Harvey reported that we had a record 18 
commercial stalls this year, and that all plans were in hand.  She requested 
additional help delivering flyers, collecting the tree donated by Hollow Trees and in 
decorating the church and porch.  Mark Keating requested more donations for the 
Bottle Tombola and Lynne Casstles for local Produce. 
 
10. Date of next meeting: 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 11th April 2019 at 7.30 pm in the Village 
Hall. 

 

 
 


