
MINUTES OF CHELSWORTH PARISH MEETING FRIDAY 28th APRIL 2017 

Present:  David Butcher, Julie Partridge, Dain Keating, Councillor Jenny Antill , 
Councillor Clive Arthey, Ian and Maggie Brown,  Alison Russell, Christine Julian,  
David Bowen, Kevin & Janet Gooding, David Hammond, Philip Lancaster, Edwina  & 
Andrew Brash, Mark Keating,  John & Bridget Ramsay, Michael  & Carolyn Halsey,  
Geoff Lindsey-Smith, Harry Mackie, Peter & Linda Kievenaar, Roger Partridge, Mark 
Keating, David Boardman, Sarah Buckeridge, Ann Lockwood, Angela Ellis, Kit Bird, 
David Bowen, John Lowen, Kevin Dake, Tina White, Philip Mutton 
 
Apologies:  Missie & Peter Graves, Cara Bird, Lynne & David Casstles, Carol 
Sugden, Elio & Sue de Sabata, Olga Lancaster, Robin & Leonora Gardener, Michael 
& Sheila Harvey,. 
 
1. Welcomes & Farewells:  The Chairman welcomed newcomers to the village, 
Paige and Alex Dent 
 
2.  Minutes and Matters Arising of the previous meeting:   Approval of the 
Minutes was proposed by John Ramsay, seconded by Sarah Buckeridge and 
unanimously passed.  There were no matters arising. 
 
3.Final Report from County Councillor Jenny Antill 
 

This will be my last report to your Parish Meeting as your County Councillor since the 
Council comes to an end in early May. 
Looking back over the past four years I wish that I had a more exciting record of 
achievement at the Council to report.  Unfortunately, however the very difficult 
financial circumstance in which all of local government finds itself has meant that the 
activities of the council have been necessarily limited.   The main focus therefore has 
been on measures to cut costs while doing as little damage to council services as 
possible and on the whole I believe that this has been achieved. 

Over the past four years our funding from Central Government has been reduced 
dramatically representing a large proportion of our net budget of a little over £550m. 
  We have been obliged as a result to find savings of over £100m over the period. 
  Further savings are likely to be necessary in years to come.  As we promised in 
2013 the County Council’s share of council tax has not gone up.  we have however 
increased the County Council share of the council tax bill by 2% last year and 3% in 
2017/18 to reflect the levy permitted by Central Government to support our Social 
Care activities.    

Suffolk has a population that includes more people over 60 than other parts of the 
country, and this puts particular pressure on our Social Care budget.   Thanks to 
investment in new care homes made prior to 2013, and a programme that changed 
the way that we deliver services to users, we have with one or two exceptions 
managed to continue to deliver adequate services to those in need who qualify.  This 
has not been easy and there is need for further increases in resources in the years 
to come combined with improved co-operation with the National Health Service. 



I think that it is fair to say that over the past two years the attention of the leaders of 
councils across Suffolk has been quite pointlessly distracted by the issue of 
Devolution.  It was obvious as soon as the arrival of the new administration under 
Theresa May that this matter had fallen down the Government’s agenda, and that 
only the most enthusiastic regions, which did not include Norfolk and Suffolk, would 
be pressing ahead with what was in any event a flawed initiative. 

I would expect future changes in local government to be connected with the creation 
of unitary councils, which would to my mind be a good thing. 

The Highways Department has been held back by problems relating to the contract 
that was signed four years ago now with Keir.   It is clear that insufficient thought 
went into the design of these arrangements, and this is only now being sorted out.  I 
will not dwell on highways apart from saying that demand for road repair and 
improvement, particularly in a dispersed county such as Suffolk, is infinite and it is 
almost impossible to satisfy the demands of everyone. 

Not all of the news has been negative.  Our Children’s Services, both in the area of 
education and in looked after children have both shown an improving trend.  Firstly, 
Suffolk’s Children in Care services received a Good rating from Ofsted last year. 
 Secondly, four years ago standards in Suffolk’s Schools were very poor.  Indeed 
one of my stated aims in my election material at the election in 2013 was to try to 
help to support improvements in educational attainment in the County. I have 
enjoyed being a member of the Schools Improvement Board which has had 
oversight of this process.   Suffolk has gradually risen from the bottom of the league 
tables, and now stands at or slightly above average in most areas which is a good 
achievement.  One area where we still need to make improvements is in the area of 
special needs children and the focus is now shifting towards this aim. 

Chelsworth 

It has been a great pleasure to represent Chelsworth over the past four years. I was 
pleased to be able to contribute locality funding towards the pollarding of the ancient 
oak tree, the dog bin and also the recreation of the village website.   

Since the last meeting, I met with the Chairman to discuss creating a barrier between 
the area opposite the pub and the field in order to protect the fence. Funding for this 
has been agreed by Highways and I hope that work will start soon.  This may need 
to be followed up by my successor. 

I have enjoyed visiting the village, and attending your bi-annual Parish Meetings. 
 Chelsworth certainly has a great sense of community. 

It only remains to thank the Chairman of Meeting, David, and also John the former 
Chairman, and all residents of Chelsworth for the warm welcome that I have always 
enjoyed.  I would like to wish you all the very best for the future. 

 

The Chairman thanked Jenny for all her help and support to Chelsworth over the 
past 4 years and she received a warm round of applause from the Meeting. 

  



4. Report from District Councillor Clive Arthey 
 

4.1 Joint Working and Partnerships. 
 
In order to achieve savings, the way local authorities in Suffolk operate to deliver 
services is changing. Across Suffolk councils are working together as pairs, groups 
and countywide partnerships to achieve savings and benefit the council tax payer. 
Babergh has already integrated with Mid Suffolk, and the two councils have a Joint 
Strategic Plan. We share revenue and benefits administration with Ipswich Borough 
Council out of Grafton House in Ipswich, and a Combined Legal Service has now 
been established, based in Bury St Edmunds, for Babergh, Mid Suffolk, St. 
Edmundsbury and Forest Heath councils. There is a new, easier to use, website for 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk, and a new telephone number 0300 123 4000 for all council 
services. 
 
4.2 Chief Executive. 
 
Following the departure of Charlie Adan last summer, we appointed Arthur 
Charvonia as our new Joint Chief Executive. Arthur is enthusiastic and ambitious 
and I am confident he will bring a fresh and dynamic approach to the challenges 
facing the council. 
 
4.3 Accommodation Review. 
 
The issue of accommodation and headquarters buildings for Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk has finally been resolved, and in August Babergh and Mid Suffolk councils 
will be moving to the Suffolk County Council headquarters building, Endeavour 
House in Ipswich. I do have concerns, mainly regarding the lack of a proper plan for 
the future use of the Hadleigh buildings, and accessibility to offices in a town centre 
out of district. There will be 'Public Access Points', in Sudbury (BDC) and 
Stowmarket (MSDC), but as the council expects more and more to be done online it 
is essential rural areas have a good internet connection, and for those who do not, or 
cannot, use the internet, we should make sure services are still easy to access and 
use. 
 
4.4 Local Plan 
 
Work continues on a new Joint Local Plan for the two councils. The plan must 
accommodate the government's household projections and will use evidence from 
the latest census and housing need surveys. The plan will seek to provide for 
appropriate and sustainable growth across the two districts to meet the identified 
housing, employment and community needs, and planning policies for the two 



councils will be aligned. Site submissions are being considered and Parish Councils 
will be advised of supported sites along with Local Plan consultation later this year. 
 
4.5 Waste and Recycling. 
 
Last Autumn the Suffolk Waste Partnership leafleted every household in Suffolk in a 
campaign to improve recycling and reduce contamination at the Materials Recycling 
Facility (MRF) at Great Blakenham. In 1999, the main driver for our original strategy 
was the reduction of household waste to landfill. 2016-17 second quarter figures 
showed our total diversion from landfill has now topped 3 million tonnes. That is 3 
million tonnes recycled, and also, more recently, through the Energy from Waste 
plant, that would otherwise have been landfilled. In 1999-2000 we were diverting 
around 70,000t from landfill, but in 2015-16 it was 350,000t, with only around 1% 
now going to landfill. 
 
4.6 Capital Investment Strategy. 
 
I have told you before how the government's Revenue Support Grant has been 
reducing and councils have been relying on specific grants to support their budgets. 
Both Babergh and Mid Suffolk are now embarking on £25 million investment 
strategies to purchase land and buildings. The returns from these investments will 
provide a new income stream and reduce pressure on Council Tax. Whilst some 
councils, particularly Ipswich, have a history of significant capital investments, this is 
a shift to a more commercial approach for Babergh. 
 
4.7 Devolution. 
 
After a period of public consultation last summer, proposals were prepared for a 
Norfolk and Suffolk Combined Authority. They were supported by all Suffolk councils, 
but only two in Norfolk. It now seems unlikely the Government will support a scheme 
for Suffolk alone. 
 
4.8 District Electoral Review. 
 
Some wards, including North Cosford, are now outside the 10% variance for 
electoral equality. Firstly the review will establish the number of councillors for the 
district and arrive at a median number of electors per ward. Wards should then be 
within 10% of that figure to ensure electoral equality. It will involve changes to ward 
boundaries (not necessarily all), but should not split parishes. Whilst the reviews are 
separate, both Babergh and Mid Suffolk are being done at the same time. After 
considering a number of factors, including the upcoming change in governance 
arrangements to a 'cabinet' chosen by the leader, Babergh has asked for a reduction 



from 43 councillors down to 31. Following the Boundary Commission's confirmation 
of council size, the second stage looking at ward boundaries will start in May. There 
will be periods of public consultation on the warding proposals before a final 
decision, and the new wards will be in place for the 2019 district elections. 
 
4.9 Council Tax. 
 
Increase of +3.4% in Babergh's element, Suffolk Police +2% and SCC +3%. 
Chelsworth precept has remained the same, but with a small decrease in Tax Base 
the parish element rises by 0.7%. Band 'D' figures for Chelsworth are SCC 
£1183.50, Suffolk Police £176.85, BDC £153.86, Chelsworth £10.68. 
 

John Ramsay asked a question about the proposed boundary changes.  Clive stated 
that they were last set 16 years ago and as the wards would be larger there would 
be changes to the Council in 2019.  In answer to a question by Ian Brown Clive 
stated that the recycling of waste did not generate additional income but did create 
cost savings. The one-time proposal to generate heat to grow tomatoes had proved 
unsuitable.   

 

5. Treasurer's and Auditor's Report: 

Julie Partridge went through the accounts for the year ending 31 March 2017. Audit 
requirements stipulated that she also cover some other aspects of the finance role.  
 
For the year ending 31 March 2017 our income came from the precept of £900 plus 
an additional tax gratuity of £3.25, we also earned 72p of bank interest. 
 
An extraordinary item of expenditure was the £600 we spent on creating the new 
website, 100% of which was covered by a grant from Suffolk County Council. Other 
expenditure included the regular items, SALC subscription, insurance, cost of 
emptying the litter bins and strimming as well as maintenance of the website at £15 
per month which for this period did not cover the full year but will do so in future. 
 
We had an overall surplus of £236.35 and at 31 March 2017 we had funds in the 
bank totalling £1,851.34. 
 
We have two bank accounts, one a current account and the other an investment 
account. Last year we earned interest of 72p, however, in December 2016 the 
interest rates changed with interest only payable on balances over £1m which, of 
course does not include us. Consequently, we have now opted to keep more money 
in the current account in order to ensure that the direct debit for website 
maintenance is covered. 
 
Following approval of the accounts at this meeting, paperwork will be sent to the 
external auditors, BDO. Once finalised, the accounts and auditor’s report will be 



posted on the website. All finance documents will be available for inspection for a 
period of 30 working days which will include the first 10 days working days of July. A 
notice will be posted on the noticeboard, as well as being available on the website 
David Butcher and Julie Partridge will have hard copies. 
 
Turning to the asset register which is reviewed and updated on an annual basis, one 
new item added this year is our website, Chelsworth.org.uk. 
 
We also complete a risk assessment annually, which, this year occurred on 12 April, 
the document has been sent to all villagers.  
 
We are required to pay particular attention to the risks associated with our money 
and financial arrangements. The actions which we undertake to avoid or reduce risk 
include preparation of the budget for presentation to villagers during the November 
meeting when the precept is proposed and agreed. All expenditure is agreed by the 
Chairman and Finance Officer prior to being made. All expenditure over £100 is 
approved by the meeting.  We hold significant reserves to cover any unexpected 
expenses. 
 
We ensured that all regulations were adhered to and the accounts were prepared by 
the Finance Officer and initially audited by Mark Keating to ensure that the income 
and expenditure are all documented and reconciled against the bank accounts. 
Following that, on 12 April, the accounts were reviewed by the Chairman and 
Secretary. We will sign off the audit report once approved by this meeting.  
 
Approval of the Accounts, the Asset Register and the Risk Assessment Review was 
proposed by Janet Gooding and seconded by Jayne Butcher and unanimously 
agreed by the Meeting. 
 
6.  Chairman's Report: 
           

6.1 Community Events various: 
 

1. Despite growing competition from the much larger Lavenham Fair our 
Xmas Fair raised £2931 almost exactly the same as the previous year. 
Many in the Village made a contribution to the success of the event 
which was great 

2. Planning is now well advanced on this years 50th Anniversary Open 
Gardens event. A great deal of work has already gone into creating the 
Faux stain-glassed window for the church with lots of participation 
across the village 

 

6.2 Planning 
 



6.2.1 Permissions:  A busy period with a number of applications 
submitted since the last meeting: 
2.1.1 A plan to build an extension on the back of Ivy House was 
approved 
2.1.2 A proposal   to extend at the back of The Cottage in Parsonage 
Lane   was approved 
2.1.3 Approval was given for work on the roof of Jackdaws Ford 
2.1.4 Applications to convert the barn at the end of Parsonage Lane into 
a house and to build a dwelling at the back of 9 Cakebridge Lane are still 
being considered by Babergh  
2.1.5 We had a couple of uncontroversial tree maintenance requests 

 

6.3 New Village Website: The new website at www.chelsworth.org.uk . is now 
well up and running. It is particularly good to see a lot more information about 
Open Gardens being available on the site 

 

We recently added a copy of a 1978 ITV documentary on the village to the site. 
Its well worth a look if you haven’t seen it with Allison Russell one of its stars!!. 
We have the opportunity to purchase rights (and get a cleaner copy) for £75 
which I propose to take up unless the Village meeting says otherwise 

 

Whilst on the subject of the internet we as a village may not, with notable 
exceptions, be terribly technically savvy but picking up the police message on the 
“Nottingham Knockers” from Facebook allowed me to get out the warning just 
days before they arrived allowing us to be prepared. Impressive this modern 
technology!! 

 

6.4 Village Maintenance: 
 

1. Peacock Posts: Suffolk Highways have declined a request to repair 
the wooden bollards in the parking area opposite the Peacock pub but 
have suggested a mound to protect the Fence owned by Kevin and 
Janet Gooding. With Jenny Antill moving on we need to wait until the 
new councillor arrives before finding out if funding can be made 
available.    

   

 

 

 



7. Reports from: 

 

7.1 Parochial Charity and Parochial Church Council: 

You will all have received a leaflet telling you about the Parochial Charity.  As 
we explained last year we have broadened the scope of the awards to include 
current and former residents of all ages so they may receive assistance with a 
wider variety of activities. This is because we no longer have a Primary or 
Middle School in the area, and at the moment, do not have anyone attending 
the Thomas Gainsborough Academy in Sudbury. During this last year, we 
have helped residents with payments for visits to hospital, for recommended 
protective wear for one of our youngsters on a mechanics course, two 
students at University, and one ex-youngster with help towards violin tuition.  
We should like to thank Mark Keating for examining the Accounts, the balance 
for which currently stands at £1,965-89.  We try to keep our ears to the 
ground in the hope that we do not miss an opportunity to help, but welcome 
input and ideas from you. 

7.1.1 The nomination of Sarah Buckeridge to the Parochial Charity 
committee was proposed by Jayne Butcher and seconded by Ann 
Lockwood. 

All Saints Chelsworth:   The PCC was pleased to welcome Andrew Brash as a new 
member and Fabric Officer. The committee now comprises Rev. Carol Mansell 
(Chair), Rev. Jane Wright, Alison Russell (Treasurer and Churchwarden), Dain 
Keating (Secretary), Andrew Brash (Fabric Officer), Sarah Kelsey (Churchwarden), 
Diana Munday, Olga Lancaster and Charles Knight. 

During the year: 
• The damaged brick gateway column was rebuilt.  
• A village working party met to clear undergrowth and generally tidy the 

churchyard.    
• A Design & Access Statement had been submitted to the DAC regarding our 

faculty submission for future church improvements, but we are still waiting for 
permission to go ahead with this.  

• A new Guide Book with many more details and photographs had been 
completed for which thanks are accorded to Christine Julian 

• An oak paschal candleholder had been made by Bob Falconer. This was in 
memory of Raymond & Liesel Grierson and was now in use.   

• A new altar Burse & Veil had been donated by the Bird family in memory of 
Rev. Rex Bird.   

• A donation towards the purchase of flowering shrubs for the churchyard had 
been made.   

• An additional funding stream had now been added in the form of cards, 
Christmas cards and a calendar, all designed in the village.   

• A quarterly Newsletter was now circulated in order to keep the village fully 
informed of church activities and future plans. 

 



The social events have been occasions of fellowship as well as a means of raising 
funds for the furtherance of God's work and for the maintenance of the church 
building. 
A surprising profit of £6,311, given the morning's deluge, was made at Open 
Gardens Day for the Fabric Fund, for which John Lowen and his team were 
accorded grateful thanks. 
In December the Christmas Fair, organised by Jayne Butcher raised a splendid 
£2,931 for Fabric funds and we are grateful to Jayne for all her hard work. 
 
For charity: 

• A Lent Lunch in the Village Hall raised £200 for the Headway charity at 
Ipswich Hospital.   

• A moving Somme Centenary Memorial Service was well attended and 
£265.70 was sent to the Royal British Legion.   

• A donation of £277.51 from the Christmas Offertory was sent to the charity 
Mountainchild. 

 
Throughout the year parishioners have ensured that the church was ready for 
worship and private contemplation and the church remained open throughout each 
day.  Our thanks go to all who have helped with flowers, cleaning (bats' droppings 
remain a constant and increasing tribulation), polishing brasses, tidying the 
churchyard, ensuring that the linen was spotless, providing refreshments, and 
numerous other small but necessary tasks.  The Visitors Book provides a testimony 
to the appreciation of our efforts. 
 
The Accounts were presented, discussed and approved at the annual Meeting in 
March. In 2016, the total income for General Funds was £7612, and the total 
expenditure for the running of the church was £10,500, £7,538 of which was our 
share to the diocese. This clearly shows that we need to address this as soon as we 
can as our resources are diminishing. 
 
In the Fabric Fund, our income was £18,498, which included income from Open 
Gardens Day, the Christmas Fair, and a £2500 grant from the Suffolk Historic 
Churches Trust for the installation of the roof alarm. The total expenditure was 
£11,148, which included £5,149 for the expenses of Open Gardens and the 
Christmas Fair, £2,438 for Insurance, £1,526 for the upkeep of the Churchyard, and 
£1,272 for repairs and maintenance. This included £860 for the repair of the brick 
pillar. The excess funds over resources of £5,330 has been added to the Balance 
brought forward, making a total of £49,551. 
 
John Ramsay said he did not recognise some of the numbers quoted and Alison 
agreed to come back outside the meeting to explain the variations 
 
 
 7.2   The Village Hall Trust:  Peter Kievenaar stated that expenses had been 
£4,083, income from the quilters group £5, 349, the balance brought forward being 
£10, 313 and that the hall would be redecorated this year. He thanked Geoff 
Lindsay-Smith for examining the accounts.  



 7.3   The Playing Field Trust:  Philip Lancaster thanked the working party for 
their help and those on the regular mowing rota.  He informed the meeting that 
additional willow trees would be planted to increase their long-term income stream.   
Janet Gooding requested a dog waste collection bin at an annual cost of £37 and 
this was agreed. 

 

7.4 The Woodland Charity:  

The Board of Directors comprises: Kit Bird (Chair/Company Secretary), Ann 
Lockwood, Kevin Gooding, Roger Partridge, Philip Lancaster and Angela Ellis. John 
Lowen, though not a Board member, continues as Treasurer to keep us and 
Companies House and the Charity Commission in good order; and we are most 
grateful to him. 

We are also much indebted to Angela Ellis for running and keeping up the 
membership of the 100 Club (and also to those members of her book club and 
clients of the Peacock who have helped her with the monthly draw!) 

Our financial year runs from 1st July to 30th June and the balance for the year 
ending 30th June 2016. 

We have had a quiet year. We had again a generous donation of £100 from the 
proceeds of Open Gardens. The 100 Club continues to provide a welcome source of 
regular income to meet incidental expenses.  We were able to plant another 500 
bluebells and snowdrops earlier this Spring. 

Like other woodlands over the country, ours is being attacked by ash dieback.  The 
young trees and saplings are worst affected, but the older trees may in due course 
suffer too.  Through the good offices of Ian Brown, Suffolk Wildlife Trust sent an 
expert to look at our woodland.  She was encouraging: there is no known way of 
checking the die-back, but she noted that in the areas where the ash trees are dying, 
other species (notably alder) are making an appearance. She felt that our policy of 
minimal management was very much the right one, both for the trees and the wildlife 
in the woodland. 

She suggested that it would be a very good idea to make a proper long term survey 
of the wildflowers in the wood.  Bridget Ramsay has very kindly offered to do this. 

The Woodland continues to be being well-used. The paths are regularly maintained 
and nettles, blackthorn and brambles kept at bay, without, we hope, making the 
wood too tame.  For this we have again to thank chiefly Roger Partridge and Philip 
Lancaster, who have given most generously of their time and equipment.  We are 
also very grateful to those who took part in our Spring working party and who did a 
tremendous job in clearing brambles and the detritus of winter. 

In addition Kit announced the Charity's decision to hold another barbecue in the 
woodland and this would take place over the August Bank Holiday weekend.  Bridget 
Ramsay asked for assistance with creating the photographic record of wildflowers in 
the woodland during her absence in May and Andrew Brash kindly agreed to do this. 

 



 8.    Open Gardens Update:  Edwina Brash reported that plans for the 50th 
Anniversary year were proceeding well, with 23 gardens promised, a concert in the 
church the evening prior ('Music on a Summer Evening'), with canapes and drinks, 
sponsored by Adnams, a jazz band, Morrris Men (with thanks to Jerry Wilson), an 
exhibition of photographs by Chris Cullen in the church and a raffle for a Chelsworth 
hamper.  A Spitfire is to fly over, weather permitting, for which she thanked Gerald 
Howarth.  She suggested the village might fund banners for future publicity purposes 
made from the image of the faux stained glass window, created under the leadership 
of Moya Quin.  Janet Gooding requested more home-made cakes and offered a 
cake-making class and a recipe for a Chelsworth cake.  Kevin Gooding asked for 
volunteers to pot up and grow on in greenhouses donated plug plants.  Edwina 
reported that Sarah Kelsey, running the produce stall, was in need of produce. 

 

    9.  Channel 4 Village of the Year:  David Butcher reported that it had been 
suggested to him we might enter this competition but it was felt that with our 50th 
Open Gardens taking place this year it would not be an appropriate time. 

    

   10.  Christmas Fair 2017:  Jayne Butcher confirmed that this would be her last 
year as organiser of the fair and asked for a volunteer or volunteers to take over from 
her.  

 

  11.  AOB:  Roger Partridge proposed the purchase of a village defibrillator and 
after some discussion it was agreed that further investigation was required into the 
need for such an item, its potential usage data and its affordability.  David Butcher 
proposed the purchase of the 1970s Anglian TV documentary film about Chelsworth 
at a cost of £75 and this was agreed. 

8. Date of next meeting: 

The next meeting will be held on Friday 17th November 2017 at 7.30 in the Village 
Hall. 

 

 
 


