
Minutes of Chelsworth Parish Meeting 
held on Friday 27 November 2015 

 
 
Present:              John Ramsay, Janet Gooding, Linda Kievenaar, Elio de Sabata, Paul Gale, 

Amanda Watts, Sarah Buckeridge, David Boardman, David & Jayne 
Butcher, Bob Falconer, Christine Julian, Bridget Ramsay, David Hammond, 
Philip Lancaster, David Bowen, Robin Gardener, Peter Kievenaar, Edwina 
& Andrew Brash, Julie Partridge, Alison Russell, Ann Lockwood, Mark 
Keating, Kit Bird, Kevin Gooding, John Lowen, Geoff Lindsay-Smith, Cara 
Bird, Sarah Cullen, Ben Long, Clive Arthey, District Councillor; Jenny Antill, 
Suffolk County Councillor 

 
Apologies:          Ian and Maggie Brown, Roger Partridge, Charles Knight, Les Lockwood, 

Peter and Missie Graves, Jane and Mark Wincer, Sue de Sabata 
 
 
1. WELCOMES AND FAREWELLS 

Welcome to the village to Ben Long at Princhetts, David Farrow at Yew Tree Cottage, 
and James and Annie Rodgers at Weavers. 
We would also like to mark the passing of two well-known village residents – Jeremy 
Pemberton, who was a long-time resident, and David Sugden a friend and good 
neighbour to us all.  Carol Sugden sent a message to say how very much she 
appreciates all of the help and support given by neighbours.  This has helped her 
enormously. 

 
AGENDA ITEMS 
2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  Acceptance was proposed by Elio de Sabata and 

seconded by Sarah Buckeridge.  All agreed. 
 
3. MATTERS ARISING 

3.1 Election of Officers.  An Agenda item appears later in this Meeting 
3.2 Woodland Shelter.  As agreed at the last Meeting, the Parish Meeting wrote to 

Babergh in support of the Woodland’s application for Section 106 funds – which 
was successful.  The shelter is now in place. 

3.3 Old School House – The Appeal to the Planning Inspector was rejected. 
 
4. COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – JENNY ANTILL 

Devolution 
Since the Scottish Referendum the Government has been working on how to honour its 
commitment to devolve more power to the English Regions.  This has led to a flurry of 
‘devolution deals’ being signed with local authorities, or groups of authorities.  With the 
exception of Cornwall all of these have been with metropolitan areas.  However, in 
September Suffolk leaders sent an expression of interest to the Government hoping that 
the county would be an early participant in any devolution proposals. 
It rapidly became clear that Suffolk’s aspirations did not exactly chime with those of the 
Government.  The Government was unwilling to entertain any devolution solution from 
Suffolk that does not involve Norfolk and therefore we were obliged rapidly to go back to 
the drawing board.  A group of Norfolk and Suffolk leaders met Government with its 
jointly developed devolution ideas on 4th November.  The focus was very much on the 
promotion of economic growth in the region. 
The response from Government was favourable and now councils have to work up a 
more formal bid for consideration.  If we are among the areas selected to take devolution 
forward at this stage then there will be a quite extensive period while the structure of the 
new ways of operating are worked through.  Apparently this could take months, if not 
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years, to complete. Four layers of local government are not inconceivable. The question 
of whether we would have to have a ‘mayor’ is also unclear. 
If you are interested in more detail on this matter there is quite a lot of information on the 
Babergh website. 
 
Finance 
The process for approving the budget for 2015/16 has now started and the first 
indications have now been published ahead of the budget scrutiny meeting on Thursday 
of this week.   The proposals were subject to change depending on what was in the 
Chancellor’s Autumn Statement on Wednesday and the final settlement for local 
authorities that will be published in mid December.  The initial projections showed that 
we will have to save £72m over the next two years.  It is probable that necessary savings 
will not be achieved in the first year and that the council will be obliged to dip into its 
reserves. 
It is probable that there will be some relief to potential budget shortfalls, particularly in the 
area of Adult Social Care, where cost and demographic pressures are particularly strong.  
In the budget the Chancellor announced that councils could have the option of adding an 
additional 2% to council tax bills as an ‘Adult Care Precept’.  This would raise an 
additional £6m to income and cost residents around £25 to £30 a year extra.   At the time 
of writing no decision has been made about this. 
 
Education 
On the whole the situation with regard to education in Suffolk continues to show 
improvement.  Above average progress was seen in both GCSE and A level results in 
the county despite the fact that no overall improvement was seen nationally.  In addition 
the SAT tests for 11 years olds in the county saw an increase in the percentage of pupils 
in primary schools achieving the expected level in reading, writing and maths. In 2015 
77% of pupils achieved level 4 or higher in the tests compared with 73% last year.  The 
national average stands at 80%, so Suffolk is definitely closing the gap.  Suffolk has 
moved up 22 places in the national rankings, and is now 118th out of 150.  There have 
also been improvements at key stages 1 and 2. 
Four Suffolk schools that were previously rated as “Requiring Improvement” by Ofsted 
have now been assessed as “Good” following Ofsted inspections earlier this year. This 
included St Mary’s Church of England Primary School in Hadleigh.  There are no schools 
in the Cosford area rated lower than ‘Good’ in any event. 
Suffolk County Council has been taking an active part in the Fairer funding campaign 
which aims to get a better level of central government funding for our schools.  At 
present we receive around £2000 per pupil, less than some other authorities, for largely 
historical reasons.  Following a strong campaign by a group of MPs and councils in 
areas affected, this week’s budget saw a firm commitment from the Chancellor to replace 
current arrangements with a new funding formula by 2017.  This should increase the per 
capita amount received by Suffolk students. 
 
Review of the future of the Fire Service in Suffolk 
This was considered and approved by the Cabinet in early November and the 
consultation commenced on 16th November.  Information with regard to how to 
participate is available on the consultation page of the SCC website.   I have forwarded a 
fact sheet which summarises the situation in detail, and by now a letter should have 
been received by the Parish Council.  The review is taking place in the light of funding 
constraints at the council, and also a 30% fall in the number of 999 calls in the last 10 
years.  The general approach is improving the availability of on call firefighters, greater 
collaboration with blue light and other partners and a service re-design to reflect falling 
call volumes. 
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Chelsworth 
All has been quiet from Chelsworth over recent months from my perspective, although I 
was very pleased to see that the oak tree in the community woodland, towards which I 
contributed some funding last year, is thriving. 
The only issue has been the effort to get something done about drainage and potholes in 
Lindsay Road.  I am happy to report that work has recently been carried out on the 
drainage issues after a lot of chasing up.  I suspect that some potholes remain however. 
I hope that all Chelsworth residents will enjoy a very happy Christmas season and a 
prosperous and healthy 2016. 
Ann Lockwood thanked Jenny for all her help in finally getting repairs carried out to 
Lindsey Road – they have made a great difference. 

 
 
5. DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – CLIVE ARTHEY 

Your Annual Parish Meeting was in April and I gave you an ‘end of term’ report ahead of 
the District elections in May.  At those elections I was returned for another 4 year term 
and thank you for your support.  For the first time in its history Babergh now has a 
political majority with the Conservatives taking 31 of the 43 seats.  Liberal Democrats 
have 3 and the Independent group have 9 (including the single Labour member). 
With their political majority the Conservatives have made a few changes to the way 
members are involved.  It remains to be seen how effective this new administration will 
be.  I was pleased I was allowed to continue my work on the Suffolk Waste Partnership 
and in June was appointed Chairman for the two year term to May 2017. 
One brief recycling update is the request to keep aluminium tops on glass bottles at the 
Council’s bottle banks.  A new contract uses equipment that can easily recover the 
aluminium, a valuable material that can be recycled over and over again. 
A year has passed since I told you about the need to address the accommodation needs 
of the two councils, and this still remains unresolved. 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) will be introduced soon.  It will replace most, but not 
all, of the S106 contributions from development.  25% (uncapped) back to parishes with 
Neighbourhood Plans, 15% (capped at £100 per parish CT dwelling) to parishes without.  
It might be useful for Chelsworth to do some community-led planning. 
Community-led Planning guidance will also be issued soon to help parishes who decide 
against a full Neighbourhood Plan, but would still like an adopted parish planning 
document.  Chelsworth is a ‘hinterland’ village where some growth may be appropriate 
(see policy CS11).  A full Neighbourhood plan would secure more CIL, but in villages 
where significant growth is not supported, Community-led Plans may be more 
appropriate. 
Devolution proposals have been developed by all Suffolk and Norfolk authorities 
together.  The full brochure is available on the BDC website.  Discussions are taking 
place between Government and Council Leaders with the aim of making Norfolk and 
Suffolk’s proposals acceptable.  There will then be further consultation and all 
participating Councils will need to vote on the final Devolution proposal. 
 
Regarding the Sudbury fire – people were left homeless and with nothing; it was the 
Long Melford brigade who were first on the scene. 
 
Thank you to John as Chairman and best wishes for 2016. 
 
A question was raised as to why there had been so little information about devolution.  
Clive replied that there had been some, but not much, information in the local press but it 
was all very unclear.  
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6. POLICE LIAISON OFFICER REPORT 
The Police Service is very busy so we haven’t pressed them to attend the meeting. We 
are not aware of any crimes being committed in the village apart from speeding vehicles. 

 
7. DEVELOPMENT OF MONKS ELEIGH SCHOOL – JENNY MAYNARD AND 

BARBARA SIMS 
Jenny Maynard thanked the Meeting for allowing them to update us on the bid to use the 
primary school as a community education centre for the local area.  They are trying to 
gauge local support, and other village such as Kettlebaston have already pledged their 
support.   Barbara and Jenny outlined their hopes that something positive for Monks 
Eleigh and surrounding area should come out of the closure of the school, in the form of 
a proposed community education centre based at the school.  They are part of a group 
that has put together a draft plan for an education centre for Monks Eleigh, which has 
been submitted to Suffolk County Council 
MECEC are waiting for the government to give SCC permission to market the playing 
field part of the site, and when this happens they have to put a bid in for their objectives.    
At the moment the school building is costing money to lie empty. It is hoped the new 
facility will be self-sustaining and they are looking for support that will be included in the 
bid.  
The following is a précis of activities outlined in the draft proposal that has been 
submitted to Suffolk County Council by Monks Eleigh Parish Council.  Core Projects 
include: 
§ A fully equipped Stay and Play – a non-profit-making activity for one morning a week 

with links to the church which is developing its own family activities 
§ An art and craft studio and workshop/shop – they have been approached by 

someone looking for better premises.  This could bring in a rental income of £3,000. 
§ South Suffolk Small Business Assist – they have a business plan for 1.5 days of pro 

bono advice and tuition with initial profits estimated at £4,000.  In conjunction with this 
they envisage office facilities available for community use. 

Other proposed activities include courses, computer club, bought-in tutors, holiday clubs, 
drop-in centre, village archive.  The group are open to other suggestions and would 
welcome offers of help should they be offered the building.  
Capital outlay should not be necessary as SCC have a huge pot of equipment, so to 
equip it would cost very little. There will be certain maintenance issues but everything 
would have to be carefully co-ordinated to ensure sustainability.  Not for profit does not 
mean it is not a business!  They would like some new faces and ideas to take forward, 
firm up a plan and submit it.    
John confirmed that a statement of support for the concept was being sought by Jenny 
and Barbara, and proposed to the Meeting that we express our support.   This proposal 
was endorsed by all present, and he confirmed that we will write expressing this.  For 
more information, please contact Jenny Maynard on 01449 740465 or email at 
jennymaynard@btinternet.com. 

 
8. FINANCIAL REPORT – JANET GOODING 

The Treasurer reported against the half-year accounts already circulated, which show a 
healthy position for the Meeting.  She noted that in addition to the “verges” contract, we 
are now spending some £120 pa on a monthly bridge-clearing programme.  We 
anticipate a surplus of about £60 for the year. 
The 2016/17 budget was presented by the Chairman, who also recommended that the 
Village precept should remain at £900.  
A single vote was taken to accept the Budget and Precept.  Proposed by Geoff Lindsay-
Smith, seconded by Bridget Ramsay.  All in favour. 
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9. PLAYING FIELD – MARK KEATING 
The Playing Field has four trustees plus the Chairman of the Parish Meeting.  A 
Committee meeting had been held the previous evening to discuss Trustee positions in 
the light of Paul Robinson’s illness, and Mark Keating’s desire to stand down after many 
years of service.  Since then the other two Trustees, Harry Mackie and Rebecca Clark, 
have also expressed their desire to retire.  The Trust can operate with two trustees but 
actually needs four.  It is in a good financial position and reasonably clear with RoSPA. 
Jayne Butcher and Janet Gooding indicated their willingness to become Trustees of the 
Playing Field.  Their appointment was proposed by Alison Russell, seconded David 
Hammond.  All in favour 
 

10. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT (see attached Chairman’s Report already - the following is a 
summary) 
10.1 Congratulations to those involved on the success of Open Gardens Day, the 

events in the Woodland (including the new shelter) and the Farm Tour. 
10.2 Thanks to Les Lockwood for single-handedly painting the village hall. 
10.3 The Old School House.  The Planning Inspector rejected the appeal against 

Babergh’s original refusal of planning permission. 
10.4 Village maintenance seems to be working well, through a mixture of the Highways 

department and village contracts. 
John confirmed that this was his last meeting as he was stepping down as Chairman of 
Parish Meeting.   Peter Kievenaar proposed a vote of thanks for the efficiency and 
dedication that John has given to the village over the past six years. 

 
11. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

We have one candidate - David Butcher - for the role of Chairman.  Proposed by David 
Hammond, seconded by Julie Partridge.  All in favour. 
Regarding the roles of Secretary and Treasurer.  It is hoped that some one will pick up 
the baton from Linda as Secretary can be identified in time for the next meeting in April.  
Janet Gooding has said that she will continue for a short time as Treasurer. 
David Butcher said he had come to a job where the person in it is successful and joked 
that it can only go down!  He is hugely impressed by the way John runs the meeting.  
Thank you on behalf of the village for six years of fantastic leadership. 

 
12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

12.1 Christmas Fair – Jayne Butcher  
“Thanks for all the contributions and help in my first year of running the Fair.  We 
still require more sweets for the tombola.  Peter Kievenaar and team will be in the 
church from 10.30 on Wednesday and will be reinstating the pews on Saturday.  If 
anyone is handy with a screwdriver, please see Peter.  List of stalls/holders on the 
table.  Looking forward to seeing everyone next Friday”. 

 
12.2 Illumination of Church – Alison Russell 

“This is not a parish meeting issue but there is nowhere else to discuss this.   
At the last meeting we had a conversation about a proposal to light the church and 
in April the PCC applied to increase to 250 hours the amount of winter 
floodlighting of the church.   A new application is going in for a reduced amount of 
floodlighting of no more than 120 hours during winter evenings.  A notice will be 
posted on the village noticeboard and in the church, and I would urge you, please, 
to look at the notice and let the Diocese registrar know your views.  The chancellor 
of the Diocese makes the decision”. 
Sarah Cullen said she understood that there have been 45 expressions of support 
for lighting the church and was wondering how this had been obtained.  She was 
certainly not aware of canvassing of any sort, and as she lives next door to the 
church she thought someone might have approached her to seek her views but 
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this had not happened.  Out of the 45 expressions of support were they email, 
letter or verbal? 
Alison replied that the PCC have recorded both the supporters and the objectors 
to this idea, but wished to explain that the final decision lies with the Diocese 
rather than the PCC.  People need to be aware of the opportunity to comment on 
the new proposal and Alison was asked if an email could go to everybody on the 
list drawing their attention to this.  A notice asking for comments will be published 
by the Diocese, and the PCC would be delighted if people contacted the Diocese 
representative, James Hall at Birketts in Ipswich. 

 
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held on Friday 22 April 2016 at 7.30 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


